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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINLI 

Office of the Governor 
T3mo.thy M. Kaine ' 

Governor 

August 24, 2006 

Andrew C. von Eschenbach, M.D., 
Acting Commissioner, Food and Drug Administration 
5600 Fishers Lane ' 
Rockville, Maryland 20854 ; 

Dear Dr. von Eschenbach : 

I am writing in support of the bipartisan citizen's petition filed August 3, 2006, by 
Governors Sebelius, Pawlenty, Douglas and-Doyle seeking action by the FDA to approve 
the necessary guidelines to facilitate the entry of generic-drug versions of insulin and 
Human Growth Hormone (HGH) into the itiarketplace . 

Generic drugs have played 'an important role in controlling health care costs over 
time, and generic biologics have similar promise . State Medicaid programs, as well as 
other state-sponsored health programs such as our employee health benefits pro-grain, 
have long encouraged use of generics when clinically appropriate. Given the importance 
of biologics to patients with chronic conditions, prompt issuance of FDA guidelines on 
insulin and HGH would be very useful to patients in Virginia and other states . 

T urge you to move as quickly as possible to release appropriate 
. 
guidelines to 

allow access to generic versions of insulin and HGH. Thank you for considering my 
comments on this issue . ' 
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