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March 3, 2006 Lakeland 

Dockets Management Branch 
United States Food and Dmg Administration 
Department of Health and Human Servitces 
Room 1061 
5630 Fishers Lane 
Rockville, MD 20852 ' 

Re: Petition for Revielv of'Cddex Stcxjzclai°u' foY Hone y Under 21 CFR 130.6 by 
Petitioners flmerican Beekeeni3t, Federation, ef al 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Please find enclosed for filing an original plus three copies of the above styled Petition to 
FDA. 

We would appreciate stamped receipt oCthis submission and enclose an additional copy 
of the petition with a self addressed stamped envelope for this purpose . 

If you have any questions or we need to do anything additional to secure the f ling, please 
inform us at the address indicated on the face of the Petition and this letterhead or by 
calling us at (863) 6$0-g908 . Thank you for your assistance . 

Sincerely, 

-
Kristen C . Gunter 

Enclosure 





L Introduction 
The U.S Food and Drug Administration ("FDA") and other U.S . interests participate in the 

development of international standards by the Codex Alirnentarius Commission, an international 
organization formed in 1962 to facilitate world trade. In 2001, the Revised Codex Standard for 
Honey was adopted bv the 24`" Session ol"the Codex AlimenWrius Commission. The United 
States participated fully in the proceedings, . While honev is produced in the U.S., traded 
internationally and consumed both as a pac'Kaged food and as a food ingredient, there currently is 
no standard of identity for honey in U.S . iaw. 

Petitioners are trade associations (a description of each association p-Ciitioner is attached as 
Exhibit "A") whose members are engaged ;n the businesses of production, importing, exporting, 
packaging and marketing of honey to both consumers as finished product 'and to manufacturers, 
who use honev as an ingredient in other foods. Petitioners seek a U.S . standard for honey based 
upon the 2001 Revised Codex Standard for Honey and invoke the review procedure set forth in 
21 CFR 130.6 . With the adoption of such requested standard, Petitioners expect that consumers 
and industry alike will accrue the presurned beneFits ofthe international standard, and bopefully, 
the identity and traditional composition o}` honey xAripl be preserved in a market of many new 
liquid sweeteners . 

Although FDA has much experience In promulgating standards of identity, there is less 
specific experience and guidance in promulgating Codex standards into U.S . law. Petitioners are 
mindful of the process outlined in 21 ~.'FR 130,5 for adoption of standards of identity and the 
possible applicability of FDA's proposed amendments to 21 CFR 130 .5 to the separate ?1 CFR 
130 .6 process for review of Codex standards . A discussion ofthese issues is covered below in 
Part IV of this petition . 

`Finally, by way of introductioD, adescriptic>n of how honey is produced and a brief 
description of the U.S . honey industry is attached as Exhibit "F3" .' 

IUL Action Requested 
This petition requests action by the Corrmissioner pursuant t~ ~ 1 CFR 130.6 to adopt certain 
provisions of the Codex Standard for fIoney (f ̀ODE,1_' ST4N 12-1981, Rev.2 (2001 ), Pursuant to 
401 of the Federal Food Drug and Cosmetic Act. A copy of the Codex Standard for Honey with 
requested deviations Is attached hereto as Exhibit "C." Petitioners request the Commissioner to 
publish this Petition in the Federal Register as a proposal . 

M. Reasons for Deviations 
Petitioners request certain deviations from the Codex Standard far Honey . Refegring to Exhibit 

_ C, the reasons for the deviations requested are as follows: 

I . USITC Publication ~36>, November 2000 
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