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Dear Mk Jacknom,

mmmmm mammmwmmmmm
Corswtier Policy of the Surapess PaTiument (BNVI) an #iie proposal of the Commilsion
for & Durgpean Pyrlisment and Counc! Dircetive amending Divecaive 9S/2/EC on fond
addifivéda tther then colows snd sweeteasrs (COM (2002)622 ~ 2002/0274 (COD)) on
11 Juoe 2003, yon ssked for the views of the Unmmission on two proposed amundments:

(1)  Toautherise carbon maroxide (COY as afbod additive
) To withdrew anthosisations for nisin and natgmyein A
Mr Dyme Luss asked me o Rive you the following cxplaastions:
1. Cashon mbnoxide

The Conanission received the requess from Noreay io anthevize CO ¢ 3 packaging gas.
Norwey had avthuriscd 1emponsrily 12 use of carhan monazids as 2 food additive ander
Article § of Dircctive 8/109/8EC on the spproximaticn of the faws of the Mumbor
States conemning fovd pdditives autharised for use m foodsuf¥s Jutended for human
consamptist. The suthorisation camae & ab vad un 1 Octuber 2008,

On 13- December 2001, the Seiemific Conwnittes on Food sdopted an opinion on the usc
of carbon monoxids as & packeiing gas for fresh meat. The Commitien Soncluded that
“thore is #6 hoalth voncern aenciated with g use of carbon monexids it a ges pivure
nf rarbon diosids Mnmmcwwmmahumgmﬁrﬁm&m
prowvided 1ampararur diring Yar storage ond dunspart 2ovs not excend 4°C. Hirwener.
Me Covunigrec wWishes 1o poiat our that, mpmm&nmmmmmu
candilions, the presence of CO mayp mask viswal mideneo of spoilage
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mammhmkﬁdﬁmﬁmwmhmmaawandmhhrmmmn
in our opinion that to maintain the rd colour of fresh meat would mislesd the cougorner
umumaummﬁm‘mmmmm
: mmmmaramﬁmwawmmner i:

. ' "w&"C)shm
sk spoilige. Tmuawmmmnmsm ek have x warm
emmhmmmmemmuuwhm&amby
Tebollimgs that the colowr of the rueat $0z8 N0t necessarily wBnet its Feshmeze. 3t i3 one
npinion that éveh such cxtensive labelling would not solve the prohlem, uph.r'oﬂhn
mmmmmmmﬂwaammmw“v
00 the weitlen infiarmation ziven on thc Jabel,

2 3) Wisin

Nisin is an anfimicrobin! pepfids svereted in fermenfed mitk by ¥ Tactic acid Basterivm. 3t
s unthorized ag » preservative Sor choese and other products. The inuin uses of nisin are -
to comol . spoilige hacterin  Nikin is effective agaitist Listeriz atd sparodorming
hearvesistant bucteria such as those that catsce botulisen, Tt is not used in medicine and
there seetns to be uo resistance problems. I fhe authoeization of nislh would be
withdrawn, alisraative pressvatives would ticed 10 be uscd. The Commission sgrees with
the principle thut anti-micsobial agenis shauld not be used in the food prodaction ehain.
Hmw.mthsmmﬂm%mmmﬁﬁ&mm Food Safety
Autherily (EFSA) for ap opiniah on the effectivances of nisin a8 an agent o prevent
batulise: and o1 passible altemative sabslances, bofore deciding Whicther it is appropiate
to nopose changes to the existing athorisations,

"2 b)Y N#tamyein

Wmmhamemmw&%wmmmtdmm“w
o 2002, the WHOFAQ expet commitiez (JECFA) evansted natamecin with o speeifis
mqwfomﬁwhmofmmbmmtwcmcmduﬂd&m
registance would not be “ e issue”. The Cowmission will sk EFRA (or ah opision -
whethet by applving good menufscturig practice (GMP) the use of the substanes could

be uvvided. hoftrn deciding whedher it is tppropriste to proposc cluanpes 1o hae existivg
autborisations.

1 takw the opportusity to conmnent ou other amendments endorserd by ‘he ENW
Uovaeottes on 11 June 2002

" A nanber uf aendmens request the Comuursion ta review oasting authorisations. One
amendnient asks even to review all anthatisations for addrtives by end of 2006. Thees

amandments duplicale the rcqumancms of the Fumework LUiretthve on additives
$9IVNREC which roquosts i its Anuex U that alf additives are kept nrder contunos
nhgervstion and mugt be e evalustod whencver ncssary, To this end. the Corttuisinn
has submsited re the Europcan Parliament and the Council an intake report an additves
and ideatifiod a numhear o siditives for which more refined intalee cstinmutes should be
carried out ‘The Comssission requested the Momber States to sulenft sciual fond
consumptics date sombined with the actual usage lovels far these addivives, Oo thie bands
of thowe data the Commassion will doode whither the corren? sutborisations have to be
modified  Tu mest the cmeerns expressed m the rospective  aroendments,  the
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Coﬁﬁwﬁwﬁwnmﬂ»m!m&:fmmmmmmﬁéewm
requoste the Conunidsiup to forwerd 10 the Exropesn Parfismomnt a :
Pty Snatiotie witkin v progress repart an

On nitrelow snd wisrites, | would like o faform you thit we have alrenity aaked E;xsgg,

advise ibe Convulusion with high prionty on the miniminn lovels of niteates and fiities
roquirtd S0 sl et 3 sufficient premrvstive cifint 4o dooid Botaliam, The fevels musi
be syitsisls th protect the consumers Bum microbinl vivke i e whels Condnuiity,
freluliag tic Banthven Meabaz Statcs which have s woem climate.

Fou the new additive iydrogeniated pily.1-ecene, one auatdment roqpests & review
thhinzwmﬁﬁs &ﬁlﬂ'ﬁc mmi?;::m by the Sclenbific Comsiitiee on Fond
(5€T}in 2001 and an acceptable daily hitake of 6 nighkg botyoreigit ‘ias bewn set.
to sttribuie résources for the priarity cvalustion of fhis récentty ovalnated sdditive. In
adiiion, it would be fir tod cirly o review the authorisation fir thiz new additive withix
2 yearh. snon the substance nedds [0 be authartsed and used for a fow yoors hefore
realistic intoke cstimationa can bn cartied out.

On the tiwes sdditives T 230, E 231 wand E 232, which arc used firr post-horvest trogtmont
of citrus Snit, the intention of the Comandssiau is 1 cover them i the fotwee by the
pesiicide legiation. Therefore, we propose to delote them fuomr Directive I9VEC, In
order to mveet the ccincerse about 2 possiblo legal gap on authorisation and belling
obligations. s Commissinn could accept the mnclusion of an Asticle which keeps thess
sutntarces- 3s food additives until relevat provisions acs includod in the pesticide
1:gislatian. However, thus provision canonly aphly tw E 231 and £ 232 oinee the posticide
industry does 1ot supporl B 230 ia the evaluation prograrhmin of pesticides eooerding o
Diirective 81741 1/88, moaning that the indusity did not commit jtself o sulnnit the dete
necessrty Tov evaluation. Thiye, the authorizotion for this addic ve should be witheiraun

The Comunission groposed 1o amend the defiition of stahilivers in order to opply the

caats for food atditives tv cross-iink prolcing used in the preparation of wmaeat
products. Currenitly, such sobstances are used ynder national rules. By widening the
definition of stabilisces und thus including spch substances inio the seope of Dircctive
NSI%EC, they have to vadergn 3 sefety cvalustion which cerainly whuld improve the
current situalion n respent fn the pratection of sahsumens® Twmith, Alss, consumerns
would be infooned about their use by labelling.

e rappartewr together with the shadow rapportrure, the Canacil representstives and the
Commission are curenily negotiating o ordey to athieve adoption of this proposl in the
first reading. 1 sipzcrely hope that thess explaviations will help to find agrezsent belwieen
the three Institmticns. :

Yours sincersly,

ot

Robert 3 Colerman



