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~ The Aluminum Association 
Incorporated 

1525 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 600 Phone (?03) 358-2960 
Arlington, VA 22209 Fax. (703) 358-2y61 _ , 

Website w4vw.alurniriurn .org _, . 

March ¬3, 2006 

Andrew C. von Eschenbach, M . D . 
Commissioner 

, Food and Drug Administration 
Dockets Management Branch 
5630 Fishers Lane, Roam 1061 
Rockvi9le, MD 20857 

RE: Petition to rescind the "Generally Recognized As Safe" 
GRAS status for aluminum-based good additives 

Dear Dr. uon Eschenbach : 

It has come to our attention that a petition was submitted by Mr. Erik ,3annson 
requesting that FD/! rescind its "Generally Recognized AS Safe" (GRAS) status for 
aluminum-based food additives . i his is in response to that petition . 

The Aluminum Association, a non-profit organization that represents the leading 
producers of aluminum and aluminum products in the U .S. and abroad, has long been 
involved in the subject of aluminum and health . For more than twenty years we have 
closely followed the developing studies of Alzheimer's disease and its cause . We have 
been funding research on the role of aluminum, 9f any, in this disease at various 
university and governmental laboratories . !n addition, we fund ongoing surveillance of 
the world's literature on the health effieCts of aluminum and its compounds . A review 
paper summarizing our efforts and our (,,,urrent understanding is enclosed . 

The Aluminum, Association fully supports the document submitted to FDA on 
February 15, 2006 by Dr. Theodore 1 . Lddsky of the New York State Institute for Basic 
Research in Developmental Disabilities and Director of the Center for Trace Element 
Studies and Environmental Neurotoxicology . 

Published studies by Dr. Janet Greger of the University of Wisconsin and 
Dr. Jean Pennington of FDA indicate that the intake of dietary aluminum is quite small, 
even with aluminum-containing food additives, and should have no adverse health 
effects . A human balance study by Dr. Greger showed that dietary levels of aluminum 
are not retained by the body, but quickly pass through . This was confirmed in later 
human studies by Priest, et al at the Harvveil Laboratories in the U .K . 
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In a 1986 review article an Alzheimer's disease, Dr. Robert Kafzman of the 
University of California, a noted authority on this condition, concluded that there is no 




