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295 Central Park West - #3A

‘ _Dear Ms Abraham

'your citizen petition, FDA has only hrmted regulatory auth

“out in our letter, the “use by” date on mfant formula is fo
safety. While there may be circumstances that would warrant the agency requiring

~ have purchased We would like to assure you that FDA’s

, ‘been presented data that demonstrates that requiring. expr _
' would ensure the safety of processed foeds (i
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This is in response to your letter dated December 0, 2005 _fregar, mg;our response to your
citizen petmon dated October 6 2004 requestmg that the Food andtDrug Administration
roducts You stated that we sald in our letter to \

In your Oetober 6, 2004, citizen petltion you stated that you~_ } rehased packages of
food that were outdated, with food containing oil whlch was | :
assuming that you meant canned foods Nevertheless, as DNEC !
; ‘quxre exprratlon dates
on food products under FDA'’s oversight. For example, as. t: ur letter to you, FDA |
has requrred expiration datmg “use by’ dates on infant formu owever, as we pointed
utritional quahty and not

oy FDA you drd not submit any data or other

expiration dates on other foods regula
: : ,requlre explratlon dates on: partlcular food

information that provxdes a ba51s$‘f FD
products. e

In your petmon you state that people may be gettmg s1ck
eatmg food that has gone | bad.” In your letters, you- ment (

“when possrb!y they have been
ed se rocessed foods you

to ensure the safety of

fowever, we have not

food. There are mary measures in place to. accomphsh thls goal.
tes is a measure that

Aswe mentloned in our letter some manufacturers use codes *on therr labels These
codes, which might appear on canned or boxed foods, are: used tr_ack mventory, rotate
stock, or locate a product under suspicion ¢ ofa problem ‘However, these codes donot -
indicate safety, freshness or quality of a roduct, and are not the same as ‘expiration dates.
Moreover, some foods such as eere' e ,voluntarlly labeled with. exprratron dates. 1t i s
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, dates en foods in the future, we wﬂ} cons;der all Ietters m,
further ass:stance please letus know e i

= .FenmaB B'n"‘ msle
e Director i o e
o F_yoodLab ing and Standards Staff
~+ Center fo,\,Food Safety
- and Apphed Nutrmon e




