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January 31, 2005
Division of Dockets Management (HFA-305)

Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane Room 1061

Rockville, MD  20852

Re:  Docket No 2004-0516

The Partnership for Food Safety Education appreciates the opportunity to comment on the 2005 Food Safety Survey.  A non-profit, the Partnership unites industry associations, consumer and public health groups and the United States Department of Agriculture, the Environmental Protection Agency and from the Department of Health and Human Services, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration, to educate the public about safe food handling and preparation.

The Partnership enthusiastically supports the FDA’s effort to administer and analyze a national consumer survey on food safety.  Such surveys provide a strong foundation for development of effective food safety education programs.  
Through the FightBAC!® campaign, the Partnership provides safe food handling messages and material around four key, tested food safety messages: COOK, CLEAN, CHILL and SEPARATE.  We encourage FDA to include questions in the survey about these basic messages as they relate to awareness and food handling behaviors. 

We encourage the FDA to make the eventual 2005 data set available to the scientific community, food safety educators and researchers so they can include the data in their studies and published reports.  The summary published after the 2001 survey is helpful, however more detailed information would be most beneficial for those dedicated to educating consumers on how to reduce their risk of foodborne illness. 
The FDA asked for comments on several topics.  Regarding topic (1), the Partnership agrees the information to be collected is important in FDA’s role to educate the public about food safety and believes that the information will have practical utility.  Regarding topic (3), the Partnership encourages FDA to publish the data in a scientific peer reviewed journal, and to make the data set available to food safety researchers.  The results from past surveys have been used primarily by the FDA with short summaries released publicly.  

Should the Partnership be in a position to assist the Agency in any way with informing key constituents on the topic of the survey, I hope you will not hesitate to contact me or any of the Member organizations within the Partnership. 
Sincerely,

Shelley Feist

Executive Director

Ccc:  
Marjorie Davidson, FDA


Tim Hammonds, Chairman, Partnership for Food Safety Education
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