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FOAM PACKAGING, INC. 
P. 0. Box 1075 -2 HIGHWAY 61 SOUTH 

VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI 39181 
PHONE (601) 6364671 

Ms. Felicia Satchell 
Divisional Director of Standards 
and Labeling Regulations 
Food& Drug Administration 
Oflice of Nutritional Products, Labeling 
and Dietary Supplements 
2OOc-StreetSouthWest 
Washington DC 20204 

Dear Ms. satchel1 

We recently received a copy of the newly xquired s& handling instructions fbr the 
safe handling of eggs from Gale Mason, USDA Assistant National Supervisor, Shell 
Eggs - Grading Branch I talked with Ms. Mason on l/4/01 about this letter which states 
that the “safe Handlii Instructionsm must be displayed on the principal display panel of 
theeggcarton. Iexpressedmyconcernthatit~dnotaUowusto~laytht~ 
handling instructions on the inside lid of the carton. This is where we are curremly 
d&playing this information and would like to obtain your approval as soon as possible to 
be allowed to meet the “safe Handling Instructions” requirements. The following is our 
basis fbr this appeal for de&rice inthis matter. 

WehavenoavdilablespaceonourGartontopinwhichtodisplaythis~~ 
withoutchanging~~~cc~ofeverybraadthatwe~fbrevaycustomr. ’ 
This~dbevepy~cosdytoFoamPackagingandnotverypractical. Thecostfbraone 
brand,fourcolorprintwithsizesjumbo-small~dcost$1,4ooperbrand. The18egg 
cartoninthesamebraradwithorresizeontywouldcostS3r#). Thetotalcostofone 
complete brand would be $1,740. Some of our customers have as many as 20 brands 
making the total cost between $20,000 and S35,OOO depending on the number of brands 
and color schemes required by the customer. These cost do not include phme adls, 
sample6ustorreigart~. 

In the information Corn USDA it stated that the front and back panels of the egg carton 
would be exceptable fur displaying the safe hand@ information. Curr&ly we do not 
havetheequipm~thatwouldailowustopriason~pluaets. Thecost%rtbe 
equipement to priat on the side panels is $230,000. To do this would r&only reguirc 
costlyequipmentbutmoldchangestoeverysetofeggcartonmoldsthatweuse. The 
cost for the molds would be about $780,000. The total cost for the equipment and the 
molds would be Sl,OlO,OOO. This is not an option for a small company such as Foam 
Pa&g&& Inc. 

MANUFACTURERS OF EXTRUDED POLYSTYRENE FOAM SHEETS AND POLYSWRENE FOAM CONTAINERS 



In the information sent to Foam Pa&aging via USDf& volume buy- of loose eggs 
such as - and SYrn.w&-&m 

. The-statedthatthe 
eithetontbe~material(~),oroninvoicesorbillsofllainPasa~of 
meetkgthe~.Itseems&ueisa&ublestawkdinme&ingthe . m FoamPackagiqisnotgiventheoptionsthatwn&ialbvvustomeettlk . lxqwm&of~~~the~~imrtructionseccmomicallyandmutuauy 
benificaltoalL ibakPackaghgwddasktbatyougiveusthesamedeferenain 
meet@tbenqkmeMsakqwithaU -ofeggcar&ons. 

Sincerely, 

Foam Packaging, Inc. 

n 

Rae 
cc: file 


