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The Meat Industry Association of New Zealand (MIA) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the rules proposed under this legislation for the registration of food facilities and the prior notification of imported food.

The MIA represents those companies which export in excess of 98% of New Zealand’s red meat exports.  The USA is a significant market for New Zealand beef and a growing market for New Zealand sheepmeat products.

Docket No. 02N-0276


Registration of  Food Facilities

The New Zealand export meat industry is particularly concerned at the prospect of duplication of information required by US Customs and the FDA.  It would appear that New Zealand meat companies will be required to provide the same information to two different agencies.   We would urge that FDA and US Customs agree on a common approach to remove the risk of significant costs of duplication.

Docket No. 02N-0278 


Prior Notice of Exported Food

Section 307 of the proposed rule requires prior notification to FDA of food shipments.  The major concern for New Zealand would be the duplication of information required by FDA and that required by US Customs under the Container Security Identifications.


Additionally, there are areas where one agency has a requirement and the other has a variation on that requirement, e.g., port of entry.  The FDA defines the port of entry as the first USA part of call, whereas US Customs may allow a shipment to be moved under bonding to another port of call where it is processed for entry.


The proposed rule requires prior notice of shipment to be lodged with FDA between five days through to noon of a calendar day prior to the intended day of arrival in the US.  New Zealand air cargo shipments, particularly to western sea ports, will arrive on a date and time before they have departed from New Zealand.  As well there is uncertainty as to the unavailability of air cargo space and decisions with respect to shipment may be made within minutes of air cargo departing New Zealand.   MIA would like an assurance that meat exporters will not be subject to penalty actions due to situations which are beyond their control.

These new rules will require a considerable amount of information to be submitted by prior notification, despite the fact that alternative and secure means of providing this information are in place.   The proposal does not take into consideration consignments of New Zealand non-meat products that our industry exports to the US.  The meat industry has been instrumental in implementing electronic certification which would allow FDA to view details of a consignment prior to arrival in a secure format.  The USDA already has the ability to access government-to-government certificates for meat and meat products which are available in electronic form.  This system, E-cert, would facilitate identification of product for FDA when selecting consignments for inspection at the border.

The New Zealand meat industry requests that FDA consider the use of the New Zealand Electronic Certification system as a vehicle for secure prior notification, which would eliminate duplication of information for New Zealand exporters, and reduce total cost of compliance.

Summary
The New Zealand meat industry is concerned that the proposals will require duplication of the provision of information which will be both time consuming and expensive.  We would submit that New Zealand’s Electronic Certification system could be used to provide the necessary information to both USDA and FDA, its potential for positive and economical use in this context should be thoroughly investigated.

