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Dear Sirs,

ATTN:  Docket No. 02N-0278 – Prior Notice under the Bioterrorism Act of 2002

The Scotch Whisky Association, which is the representative body of the United Kingdom’s Scotch Whisky Industry, appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Food and Drug Administration’s Notice of proposed rulemaking (Docket No. 02N-0278) in regard to the ‘Prior Notice’ provision under the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002 (the Act).

The Association duly submits its comments thereon in the attached paper and requests that the FDA provides the assurances and the clarification requested therein, and gives due consideration to its proposed solution.

You will wish to be aware that, as a member of the European Confederation of Spirits Producers (CEPS), the Association endorses the common position which is being submitted to the FDA by CEPS in association with the European Committee of Wine Companies (CEV) and the Brewers of Europe (CBMC).

Many of the Association’s members are also members of the Distilled Spirits Council of the United States (DISCUS) and the National Association of Beverage Importers Inc (NABI).  In addition, therefore, the SWA expresses its full support for the individual submissions of these organizations on behalf of the alcoholic beverage industry within the US.  Similarly, the Association strongly supports the collective position of the coalition of US trade associations, representing all tiers of the alcoholic beverage industry in the USA inclusive of DISCUS and NABI, which is set out in its submissions of 30 August 2002 and April 2003.

Yours faithfully,

T W JACKSON

Director of International Affairs

Encl
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