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• Washington, DC 20024

202-484-2200 • Fax 202-488-7416

May 14, 2004

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)

Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane, rm. 1061

Rockville, MD 20852

Re: Docket No. 2002N-0278, Joint Food and Drug Administration-Customs and Border Protection Plan for Increasing Integration and Assessing the Coordination of Prior Notice Timeframes

To Whom It May Concern:


The North American Millers’ Association (NAMA) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) proposed plans for increasing integration and assessing the coordination of prior notice timeframes with those of the Customs Border Patrol (CBP).  NAMA recognizes the need to protect the U.S. food supply and food imports against the potential for terrorist attack. Harmonizing and expediting border entry processes when possible will ensure that the Bioterrorism Act does not negatively impact the economic benefits of international trade.  

As the national association representing 46 milling companies and over 95% of the U.S. milling capacity for wheat, corn, oats and rye, NAMA and its members have a vested interest in not only maintaining a safe domestic food supply, but also in maintaining secure and open borders to facilitate trade. Many U.S. millers rely on imported grains such as durum wheat and oats to make up for insufficient domestic supplies.  For this reason, it is important to the milling industry that international trade is not restricted unduly through the implementation of the prior notice regulations.

FDA Adoption of Reduced Timeframes for Prior Notice.

NAMA appreciates the reduction in prior notice timeframes that were announced in the Prior Notice Interim Final Rule on October 10,2003.  Furthermore, a survey of our members indicated that they have had few problems submitting information via the PN System Interface.  Cross border delays between the US and Canada are a continuing concern as are rising transportation costs, however.  It is imperative that FDA and CBP work together to develop a system that is as seamless and flexible as possible. FDA should be able to operate within the shorter timeframes used by CBP since the information both entities process is very similar. 

NAMA appreciates the opportunity to provide comments to FDA.  We look forward to working with the agency in developing a prior notice system that is effective and will continue to facilitate international trade. If you have any questions about these comments or would like further information please contact Jane DeMarchi at 202/ 484-2200, ext. 109 or jdemarchi@namamillers.org. 

Sincerely,

Betsy A. Faga

President
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