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Novenlber 1 J. 2005 

Dear Valued Customer: 

On Oc:ober 6,2005, ‘ihc Food z;d Drug Administration (FDA) insucd a proposed rule 
(J3ocket No. 2002N-0273) in the Federal Register. It is the FDA’s position that the 
proposed rule is needed to fxther srrcngthen the cxisdng safeguards in place rhat arz 
Lii-s;~:I& ;J :lt$ jJi<V*iJ,l i.& spre& or &.Jvhe Sp&fO,~l i$~~pliXiX~th~- (COnili.i~il~~ - -‘. - .- 

kr:ow, or; BSE) in bJ.S. cattle. This position is not supported by Animal Agriculture, the 
Rendrri:l~ Industry:and State Agencies dealing with the disposal of ihe cffxted material. 

A sunin~av of the proposed rule swcs the follo*tig: 

W-I/IT DOES THIS MEAN? 

This proposed rule ,reqcirrs chat at al! slaug!lter operations all Spccitied Risk Allaterial 
(brains and spinal cords from cattle 30 months of age and older) and all deadstocl: and 
downer animals, rnlxt be removed aud kept separate from all orhcr inedible materinl for 
se~x-se ti~:.:po-:o! .- _.._ f--l. r+ !ocq_! !=($I!, !f t!zis protwd is finalized t?y th.c FDA, we will 
cease our removal service of all dead&nals due to the imnossible task of removrll 
of all brains and s&nal cords from all ruminant animals. It is also Dossibk that 
Griffin Industries! mipht have to discontinue rcnderinp service to all locker nlants 
due to the impossible task of Identifvin~ all SRM’s and to what catevorv they should 
be classified. above or below the 30 month of age time frame. The increased and 
unwarranted disposal uf dead animals and SRM’s will lead to enviromncntal and animal 
health problems that the FDA has not considered in this proposal. 
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WHAT CAN YOIJ DO TO HELP? 

‘The FDA has granted a 75 day comment period for affected parties to respond with 
comments regarding ,the proposed rule. Griffin Industries would appreciate your 
participation by submitting comments back to the FDA indicating your disapproval of 
this proposed rule, The deadline for the comment period is December 20,2005. A 
simple handwritten comment using any of the following talking points wouId be very 
helpful in getting the FDA to reconsider this unwarranted regulation. The BSE issue is 
winding down and the USDA’S brain testing prograln has scientifically proven that thtr 
U.S. cattle populatiorl is safe from this European disease. 

TALKING YOIKTS FOR RESPONSES: 
-- . -.-_ ..- __ _ _ 

a. No need for additional feed restrictions based on current compliance 
b. The current ruminant to rumjnant feed ban created in 1997 has been in force 

longer than most Ii vjng animals lvld within two years will have sur+ved all 
liviilg cat&. 

c. The current USDA Surveillance Program c!early shows we do not have D BSE 
risk to tic: United States cattle population and support the data of the Harvard 
Risk Analysis Study. 

d. ?‘he FDA must maintain its regulatory decisions based on science, not political 
or tnrernational trade influence. 

e. The FDA must conduct an environmental assessment of the animal disposal 
issue created by this proposed regulation and the associated animal and bu~nan 
health concerns created by improper disposal and the increase cosr associaccd 
by such action. 

f: With such action proposed by a fedaral agency with no enforcement ability, 
bow will the FDA fund the state agencies who must deal with animal disposal 
and increased human health problems associated with animal disposal? 

g. .4ny other personal comments you feel will be helpful in getting the FDA to 
reconsider this unwarranted action. 

If you would like to read and review rhe proposed rule in its entirety, it can be found on 
tlx FD.4 Web Six listed on ‘ihe attached sheet. Also, included on t$e attached sheet is 
the ‘various ways you can send your cotnments to the FD.4 before the December 20,2005 
deadline. If you have any addirional questions or conwms thar you wouJd like to discuss 
regarding this matter, please call or write your local Griffin Industries Representative. 

Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly appreciated! 

Sincerely, 

JbbN M. GRIFFIN, PRESIDENT 
GRIFFIN SM)USTKIES, INC. . 
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