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Rockvﬂle, Maxyland 20357
Dezr Dr. Von Esd&enba:h:

Thanok you for the apponumty te comument on. rhc Food, s.ud JDmg Admmisuauon s (FDA)
proposed Tule prohibiting certain cartle materials from all animal feeds (Docket No. 2002N-
0273). Before changing feed regulations, ] ask the FDA to fully consider BSE prevalence and
the risk reduction provided by current regulstons and weigh the. economw frupact on industri es
aﬂ’ected by the proposed rule with the: pntcnnal for additional isk feduiction.

Cattle producuon represents a significant portion of the Texas agriculture economy, end part of
the cattle industry includes dxsposal of dead and dowred animals. Rénderers and processors of
cattle by-products such as non-ruminant feed and per food manufacturers would face m uch of the
impact of this proposed rule.

Thesc mdusm es currently pm'ndc for safe Processing and use uf catt}e matanals i products not
intended for rurminants. Under dhe proposed rule, however, these industries would be reqmzed to
safely dispose of large amonnts of risk marerials and will need to purchase new equipment for”
removal of brains and spinal cords, ‘adding large new costs. In addifion, this proposed rule may
cause some renders 1o 1o longer pick up certle, leading to’ znappropnate disposal of dead animals.

The current ban on mammalian protein in ruminant feeds has been credired with greatly reducing
the rigk of spreading mfeatzon AMGNR cmle, accmdmg to tha Harvaxd Cerxte'r fo: Risk Analysis ™
teport. Effective enforcement of the, current feed ban iskey to mmrx*n% the reduction of risk.
However, I am concerned that extending the ban to all aniral feeds and; pet foads :anmbutes '
little to enfarcemeax of the current, feed ba;n md further nsk reducucm e ,

If full enforcement of rhe :umnx :ffam'm fesd banis the concc:m, 1 :ncouragc FDA to review
whether additicnal ccmplmnca and enforcement measures would be an efféctive solution,
Before taking the blanket action of hanmng these materials fZom all feeds dnd per foods, please
closcly consxdcr whether more limited ac’cmns wauld have sxmxla:: effects and fewer costs.

Through it enhanced surveillance tcsung program, USDA has tested more than 530,000 high-
risk cattle for BSE since June of 2004, with only ene enimal tesdng positive. In addition, USDA
had continued to test catrle not in the h.ux«nsk graup, sind hes found no further posxtwe anirmals.
These tests indicate a very low level of BSE i in the Umrad States,

O;MJD;B_ N O




12/14/05 WED 10:45 FAX 301 443 2587 DHHS FDA OL ‘ doo4

Doc-13-05  OB:E3am-. FromeNeugebauer 06 ‘% o zcz-zz& m R ¥ TR Y72 S T B
Dr, Andrew Vou Eschenbach : P
. December 6, & 2005
Page2

Thark ynu for the efferts your. ag:my. in comunntmu wuh USIJ,@., has made to reduce the
incidence of BSE in U.S. catleand o protect human a.m! animal haalﬂ; As your agency
continues to evaluate ﬁmhar amons, I ask that yuu c:nmmm: o mly on r.he rnost thorcugh science

and risk analysis availabie.
Sincerely,
. _ .~ Randy Neogebauer
RN/Aab




