To: Whom It May Concern:

Re: Docket No. 2002N-0273 Substances Prohibited from use in Animal Food or Feed

 This letter is in reference to FDA`s Docket Agency proposed rule on substances prohibited from use in animal feed. The proposed rule of removing brains and spinal cord from dead animals is not justifiable. In removing these proteins from dead animals there are considerable cost involved to the industry. Once removed the disposal choice is another environmental concern to industries and the general public. With disposal to a landfill the risks of potential disease’s increases more than the risk of BSE. We agree with the NRA in urging more in-depth studies, economically and environmental. The feed regulations need to be reviewed for new risks from time to time and for new science that can be used to govern the feed industry. The USDA`s surveillance program has performed many studies as well as the National Cattleman’s Beef Association on the issue of BSE. Their findings in the study were so low it is deemed as zero. With this information there is not a justification to implement European standards in the U.S. The rendering industry as a hole is and will continue to keep high standards and make a top quality product. So this Agency should not be hasty in making a conclusion on this regulation, but should listen to the Industries,  NRA, and the USDA`s views and concerns about this matter. 
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