Giles County Farm Bureau
1019 N 1st St
Pulaski, TN 38478

December 20, 2005

Division of Dockets Management (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Re: Docket No. 2002N-0273, Proposed Rule — Substances Prohibited from use in Animal Food or Feed

The Giles County Farm Bureau represents the interests of beef and dairy producers located in Giles County, Tennessee.
We are a local organization with the primary purpose of providing a voice for producers in our county. We take this
opportunity to submit comments regarding Docket No. 2002N-0273, Proposed Rule — Substances Prohibited from use in
Animal Food or Feed.

Giles County cattle and dairy producers are concerned over the impacts this proposed rule may have on our producers.
Giles County farms annually have over 68,000 beef and dairy animals. Livestock operations are important to the
economy of our county. Proper disposal of dead cattle is an important management practice for each operation.

Our county depends on the rendering industry. Any effects to the rendering industry eventually affect us as producers.
This proposed rule removes the profitability of our local rendering business to continue taking dead stock from our farms.
Based on a 2005 study by Informa Economics as well as data contained within the FDA proposed rule, it would not be
economically feasible for the rendering company we depend on to continue this practice. We as farmers are familiar with
the rendering process and know they cannot separate certain risk materials from dead animals, especially during warmer
times of the year. We cannot expect this business to provide this service at a loss.

Farm Bureau is an advocate of using sound science in regulatory decision making. We just do not agree that sound
science was used for this proposed rule. The Harvard-Tuskegee Study indicates an extremely low risk for BSE
contamination especially with the 1997 ruminant feed rule, BSE surveillance and a ban on importation of live cattle. Over
time, this risk will diminish even more. We believe the current measures in place provide the necessary preventions of a
BSE outbreak.

Farmers in our county do not have any other safe, cost efficient and environmentally sound alternative to dispose of dead
stock. The public health and environmental health of our community would be traded for a very small risk from BSE.
Keep in mind, other agencies within the federal government are also dictating where and how we can dispose of dead
animals. Of the alternatives commonly mentioned, burial is the most accessible by farmers in Giles County. However,
the cost of proper burial could be more than the animal was originally worth. In this case, not only did the farmer lose the
value of the animal but also the cost of burial. The topography of our county is not conducive to burial. Our karst soils
could allow contamination of drinking water and surface water. Other alternatives such as incineration, composting and
landfills are not an option and disposal on top of the ground would be very difficult with the amount of urbanization in our
county.

We encourage FDA to consider our comments along with comments of the Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation and the

rendering industry. Our hope is that a solution benefiting all interests involved can be reached during this process.

Sincerely,

J.B. Potts
President
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