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On behalf of The Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Animal Health section, we wish to comment on the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) proposal to amend the agency’s regulations to prohibit the use of certain cattle origin materials in the food or feed of all animals.  The intent of this amendment is to augment existing safeguards that were put in place in 1997 to prevent the spread of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) in cattle within the United States.

Since the initial discovery of BSE in the United Kingdom in the mid 1980’s, the USDA has been proactive in implementing appropriate regulations to prevent the introduction of BSE into the United States.  For example, USDA-APHIS restricted the importation of live ruminants and certain ruminant products from the United Kingdom in July, 1989.  Further restrictions were employed in 1991 on other countries known to have BSE.  In 1997, as the disease expanded into other portions of Europe, APHIS also expanded restrictions on the importations of live ruminant and ruminant products from Europe.  As of December 7, 2000, USDA prohibited all imports of rendered animal protein products, regardless of species, from Europe.  On August 4, 1997, the FDA established regulations that prohibited the feeding of most mammalian proteins to ruminants.  

These rules aimed at minimizing the introduction of BSE into the United States were also supplemented by a surveillance program designed to detect BSE in the United States, if in fact it did exist. An active surveillance program began in 1990 and culminated with the enhanced BSE Surveillance Program that was initiated in June 2004.  As of December, 2005, the cumulative total of targeted cattle examined as part of the enhanced BSE program is approaching 550,000 specimens, with only a single Texas cow, born before the FDA ruminant to ruminant feed ban was in place, testing positive.  
Clearly, the evolving science indicates that BSE, if it currently exists at all in the United States cattle herd, occurs at an extremely low level.  It is reasonable to expect that the current FDA safeguards that were implemented in 1997 would adequately prevent amplification of the disease in our country.  Furthermore, the proposed rule would be expected to cause considerable additional hardship to cattle producers, slaughter establishments, and others engaged in the production of alternative ruminant species industries regarding their ability to properly dispose of animals dying on their premise or ruminant by products in the case of slaughter facilities.  The Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Animal Health section, urges the FDA to more thoroughly evaluate the unintended consequences in changes of the rule so that reducing 

the very small risk from BSE does not lead to greater risks to environment, human and animal health that may be created by eliminating the appropriate and valued option for the disposal of dead animals and their by products.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments for your consideration.

Ronald B. Wilson, D.V.M., Diplomate, A.C.V.P.
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Director, Kord Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory 

RW/dld

Ellington Agricultural Ctr, Box 40627, Nashville, TN 37204 Phone (615) 837-5120 Fax (615) 837-5250


_932889640.doc
�



�
















