To whom it may Concern:
My name is Danny L. Scott and I am the owner/operator of Scott's Dairy Farm, Inc. located in Wytheville, Virginia.  We are a small, family owned and operated farm consisting of my brother Keith, my daughter Elizabeth, and my wife Nancy.  We are currently milking 85 head of Holstein and F1 generation Jersey/Holstein cross animals.  Our rolling herd average is maintained at a level of 28,000+- lbs. of milk each test conducted by the DHIA.  

When I first read the editorial in, The Milkweed, issue No. 316, November 2005, I was both shocked and up hauled at what my very eyes were seeing.  The headline by Pete Hardin read, Help Stop FDA’s Plan to Put “Mystery Milk” in Ice Cream.  Of course this title grabbed my attention because it is within direct correlation with my business and livelihood.  The federal food and drug administration wishes change the U.S. ice cream standards.  It was also written that the change in such a standard would lower the quality and safety of ice cream.  The F.D.A. would like to include buffalo milk from India in our ice cream supply.  I am sorry, but the FDA has no reason to include such a product when there is an abundant supply and surplus of milk from AMERICA’S DAIRY FARMER’S.  Why would the FDA even want to?  The other species of milk to be included is goat, yak, and sheep.  If you feel so inclined to include these sources of milk into ice cream, why not create a market for those brands, and not just sneak them into the quality product that AMERICA’s dairy farmers have been producing for centuries.  So, I am not saying or trying to imply that these products do not have a place in the American market, just that they are not necessary in our product; the dairy farmer’s of America’s product.  


I have spoken about the downfall of the quality product of ice cream that the American public has come to enjoy for generations and there are specific reasons for that.  The FDA has stated that the milk derived ingredients in the proposed categories are nutritionally and functionally equivalent when used in frozen desserts, and this is simply not true.  It is a commonly known fact that the proteins found in all dairy products are not the same.  Some species may be stronger or have more nutritional availability, but I have NEVER herd of anyone eating ice cream because it’s good for them!  The American public has an established trust with the American dairy farmer and that is something that simply cannot be tampered with by anyone.  If the consumer does not have a strong faith that the products they are buying and serving to themselves and their families, then they don’t buy them.  It is that simple.  And if no one is buying dairy products guess who YOU have just put out of a job…AMERICA’S DAIRY FARMERS!  We have followed all of the rules and guidelines set forth by the individual state in which we practice and the Federal government and now you want to give our jobs to someone else.  Who gave you the right to take away our way of life; the only way of life that some of us have ever known.  The number of dairy farms in America is on the decline and has been since the early 90’s, but the sizes of the farms are growing.  It is not going to be much longer before the, “family farms,” are forced to shut down and sell out and all you are doing is adding fuel to that fire if you allow this horrendous thing with mystery milk to occur.  


      I appeal to you today as a businessman, a family man, and a dairyman do not allow this to happen.  The American Dairy Farmer has to overcome so many obstacles every day and for our government, the one that is supposed to protect us, to usher in other countries to take our jobs is ludicrous.  Please see you way fit to support your local dairy farmer who has so graciously gone on day after day to provide you with a quality product, which you have probably never even said thank you for, to continue to get up every day and produce milk for you and the rest of America.  Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness in some people’s eyes is dairy farming, right here in America.  Let’s keep one of the few products left in this country just the way it is, AMERICAN MADE.  

Thank you.    
