January 13, 2006

Food and Drug Administration

Division of Dockets Management

5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061

Rockville, MD 20852

RE: Docket No. 2000P-0586

      Cheese and Related Cheese Products: Proposal to Permit the Use of Ultrafiltered Milk

Dear Sirs:

On behalf of the members of Family Dairies USA, I am responding to the Federal Register (Volume 70, No. 201) notice and request for comments on the proposed rule to amend its regulations to provide for the use of ultrafiltered milk (UF) in the manufacture of standardized cheeses and related cheese products.  
Our organization was alarmed in reviewing the Federal Register notice to find that the proposed action will allow the usage of UF milk to be included in the standards that dairy processors have to comply with.  When milk is ultrafiltered the basic nature and essential characteristics of milk is changed.  The use of UF milk or other processed milk such as Milk Protein Concentrate, casein and caseinates in cheese deteriorates the quality and functionality of standardized cheeses.  This country produces some of the best dairy products in the world and to allow the quality of those products to be cheapened by allowing the use of low standard ingredients will be harmful to U.S. producers.
We are opposed to the action proposed in this register and we strongly urge the FDA to resist from making this change.
Sincerely,

Don Desjarlais

General Manager, Family Dairies USA

