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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
CORRESPONDENCE 
CONTROL CENTER CIVIL JUSTICE 

ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNI 

January 23, 2006 

The Honorable Mike Leavitt 
Secretary 
U.S . Department of Health and Human Services c.~ o 
Hubert Humphrey Building 

~. C~J T ~ 200 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 615 co 
Washington, DC 20201 =~p Y ' -- ~ ̂ , w y~ 
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Dear Secretary Leavitt : 

.y 
On behalf of the Civil Justice Association of California, I write to corrftoen,d you and the 
Food and Drug Administration for publishing new drug labeling regulations . Most 
importantly, this new common sense approach to understandable labeling will improve 
health care. It should boost health literacy, ensure that more patients actually take their 
medicine, help prevent harmful drug interactions, and drive down health care costs . 

The-new.. rules thankfully reverse the trend toward ever-more undecipherable labeling 
which, has been.- largely driven by lawsuits over practically every real or potential side 
effect of a beneficial product. Unfortunately, these complex labels have actually 
diminished consumer understanding without reducing litigious attacks by second-
guessing lawyers . 

The Food and Drug Administration, with a long history of ensuring that Americans have 
the safe and helpful medicines, is the best-equipped organization to research and approve 
labels and warnings . The FDA experts and scientists who serve the public are best suited 
to develop drug labeling requirements .- It is appropriate to make these requirements a 
national standard . Doing so will eliminate one source of doctor and-patient confusion:- -It -
will also eliminate one source of unproductive litigation without reducing protections for 
pati SWs who are actually harmed by a product. 
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