Luoma Egg Ranch, Inc.
35705 State Hwy 18
Finlayson, MN 55735

December 21, 2004

Division of Dockets Management
Food & Drug Management

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, MD 20852

Docket nos. 1996P-0418, 1997P-0197, 1998P-0203 and 2000N-0504
Dear Sirs and Madam:

I am writing in regards to the proposed rules by the Food and Drug Administration on Salmonella
Enteritidis in shell eggs. Luoma Egg Ranch, Inc. Is a family farm egg producer since 1955.

We raise our own chickens and have 700,000 egg layer type chickens. We carton some of our
eggs, sell some as nest run, and some to egg breakers in a five state area.

We strive to provide to our customers the freshest and highest quality egg to our customers.
Our farm is regulated by many governmental agencies, for example: DOT, Department of
Agriculture, USDA, FDA, MPCA, EPA, DOL, DNR, IRS and others too numerous to mention.
We will always strive to comply with all the laws and regulations to the best of our ability.

Please recognize what the poultry industry and the states are already doing by reviewing all

the existing state and poultry egg quality assurance programs already in place. If we are already
in compliance with these agencies, we should be in compliance with FDA. The FDA should
utilize the federal and state agencies already regulating our industry.

(56827) FDA states that they have the authority to “prevent the introduction, transmission or
spread of communicable diseases...” Cooking is the single critical control point of the SE
problem, us farmers would like to see the FDA to require proper cooking of eggs for high risk
populations. Other examples of communicable diseases the FDA has authority over are Aids,
SDS, flu and the common cold.

(56847) We raise our own chickens from the age of one day old. We carefully vaccinate our
birds to keep them healthy which in turn provides us with good egg production. We understand
that the FDA has gathered information on 100 vaccinated flocks and still don’t recognize the
benefits of vaccinations. We don’t want a mandatory law about vaccinations but would like
recognition to the benefits of vaccinations and the poultry industry’s constant vigilant concern in
regards to egg and food safety.
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Luoma Egg Ranch, Inc.
35705 State Hwy 18
Finlayson, MN 55735

(56836) FDA proposes total clean out of SE positive houses at times of depopulation with wet
cleaning. (Please see attached Minneapolis Star and Tribune date December 21, 2004.)

Our poultry laying barns are not heated, the birds provide sufficient heat to maintain an average
house temperature of 70-74 degrees with sufficient fresh air ventilation. Once the house is
totally depopulated the inside building temperature will also drop to below freezing. It would be
difficult to wet clean the barn when it is below freezing and you must remember it is only
December, we have another four months of winter. Then we have another regulatory State
Agency we have to comply with, the Minnesota Poliution Control Agency plus EPA. They
frown on winter spreading of manure but allow it with strict regulations for winter applications.

(56835) Biosecurity, SE, and rodent programs should be designed specifically for each farm.

(56838) FDA recommends egg testing within 24 hours after finding environmental SE positive
flock or divert the life of the flock. Please provide a list of Department of Agriculture staff that
will come within 24 hours (does this include Saturday and Sundays) and certified labs that can
receive 1000 eggs within 24 hours.

Once again please recognize and reward the efforts the poultry industry and states have already
accomplished. Lastly, it is time to mention the financial hardship of an overburdensome and not
farm specific SE regulation. We are a smaller family farm competing against giant corporate
poultry farms with greater diversification and we are both competing for the same carton account.
Before passing any new rules, please review the enclosed article from December, 2004 Egg
Industry submitted by the USDA in regards to future egg prices. Maybe we will still be here
when the new ruling is passed.

We appreciate your attention to this matter.

ncerely,

o aE Ranch, Inc.

Enclosures
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. PAUI. DOUGLAS’ TWIN CITIES FORECAST
Today
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Gusty; colder with wind chills of 15 below. Winds:
orthwest 15-30. Tonight: Clearing ami bitter.

noon: 10

Thursday

o8|

Cold sunshine. | Arctic sun- Numbing start;
shine. fading sun.

Daily high/low temperatures are from midnight to midnight

Hear Paul’s forecast on QuickCall ...
{612)673-9050, then enter category 8000

Arctic fling

All T want for Christmas is a Ronco snow-making ma-
chine, the home edition. Now, there’s a great business
idea. I want to have the only yard in the neighborhood
with a white Christmas. We can get the cold, we can
experience ice-rink conditions on our highways, but
we just can't beg, borrow or buy a snowstorm. Today’s

; numbing winds will shove the storm track well to our
¢ south this week, treating many southern and eastern
towns to snow by Dec. 25. Yet, { fear that we will get
stiow only by way of a minor meteorological miracle,
and Santa will just have to get over it and attach little
wheels to his sleigh. Wind chills may dip inte the range
helow to 20 below later today, and if it’s any con-
sdedtion, the sun will be out much of this week, a ras-
ity for December. This may wind up being the coldest
Christmas Day since 1996, when we woke up to 22 de-
grees below zero.

Paul Douglas is senior meteorologist of the WCCO

| Weather Team.




