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D e a r  S i r  o r  M a d a m : 

I a m  v v r i ti n g  to  c e m e n t o n  th e  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s tra ti o n ’s  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  o n  
S u l m o n e h  E n te r i ti d i s  i n  s h e l l  e g g s . I a m  a  c o n tt’a c t e g g  p r o d u c e r  w i r h  a n  o p e r a ti o n  i n  
B e n e d i c t, N e b r a s k a  A s  a  c o n tT a c r  e g g  p r o d u c e r, I ta k e  p r i d e  i n  p r o d u c i n g  a  s a fe  p r o d u c t 
tb  d e l i v e r  to  m y  p r o c e s s o r. F o o d  s a fe ty  i s  i n  m y  i n te r e s t a s  a  fa rm e r, s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  
o p e r a to r  a n d  c o n s u m e r. Im p l e m e n ti n g  th e s e  p l a n s  v o l u n ta r i l y  w i th  n o  fe d e r a l  m a n d a te  i s  
to  m y  a d v a n ta g e . 

I a m  a l r e a d y  r e g u l a te d  b y  m a n y  d i ffe r e n t fe d e r a l  a n d  s ta te  a g e n c i e s . E v e n  w h e n  
th e  a i m  o fre g u l a ti o n  i s  g o o d , th e  b u r d e n  o f c o m p l y i n g  c a n  b e  h e a v y , e s p e c i a l l y  o n  fa rm s  
a n d  o th e r  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s . I r e s p e c tti l l y  u r g e  F D A  to  m i n i m i z e  th e  a d d i ti o n a l  b u r d e n  i r i  
th e  fo l l o w i n g  w a y s . 

1 . 

a , 

T h e  F D A  s h o u l d  th o r o u g h l y  te v i e w  a n  e x i s ti n g  s ta te  a n d  @ a te  e g g  q u a l i ty  
a s s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m  w i th  th e  i d e a  o f i n c o r p o r a ti n g  th e s e  p r o v e n  p r o g r a m s  a  p a rt o f 
p r o p o s e d  F D A  r e g u l a ti o n s . P r o d u c e r s  l i k e  m e  w h o  v o l u n ta r i l y  c o m p l y  w i th  o n e  o f 
th e s e  p l a n s  a r e  th e n  i n  c o m p l i a n c ,e  w i th  F D A  r e g u l a ti o n s . 
E v e n  th o u g h  I a m  n o t a  ta b l e  e g g  p r o d u c e r  I h a v e  a  v e s te d  i n te r e s t a s  ta x p a y e r  o f 
m i n i m i z i n g  i n s p e c ti o n  c o s ts . T h e  A g ri c u l tu r a l  M a r k e ti n g  S e p i c e  a k c a d y  i n s p e c ts  
e g g  p a c k i n g  fa c i l i ti e s  s e v e r a l  ti m e s  a  y e a r  u n d e r  th e  S h e l l  E g g  S u r v e i l l a n c e  
P ro g ra m , o fte n  i n  c o o p e r a ti o n  w i th  s ta te  a g e & x  A M S  u l d  th e  s ta te s  a r e  
k n o w l e d g e a b l e  o f th e  e g g  i n d u s try , a n d  u s i n g  th e m  w i l l  a v o i d  d i v e rti n g  F D A  
e m p l o y e e s  a w a y  fro m  h o m e l a n d  s e c u r i k y , i m p o rt i n s p e c ti o n s  a n d  o th e r  w o r k . 

I w o u l d  a l s o  s u g g e s t th a t F D A  n e e d s  m o r e  i n p u t T o m  s c i e n ti s ts  w h o  a r e  e x p e rts  i n  
e g g  a n d  p o u l tty  s c i e n c e s . S e v e ra l  p a rts  o f th e  F D A  p r o p o s a l  s h o u l d  b e  c h a n g e d  
b e c a u s e  th e y  i tl e  e i th e r  i m p r a c ti c a l , n e c e s s a r i l y  c o s tl y  o t i n  c o n fl i c t w i th  s o u n d  
s c i e n c e . 
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thfough rtn indemnity systenr, payable if producers ha\pe l%liy complied 
with the regulatory requirements? 

l FOT  the bigger picture, these rcquirenrents could c a u s e  further 
cmsolidation in our industry, with smaller operations unable to afford the 
additional labor and compliance costs. Our  govemlent yet a lways 
professes to be concerned about the incrsasing concentration in 
;rgGculture. 

In closing, I repeat that m y  farm is dedicated to delivering a safe product to our 
processor. We  will a lways c omply tith the law and regulations to the best of our ability. 
We  need regulations that are flexible, reasonably applied, and scientifically based if we 
are to Survive a s  a business. T n  agriculture, we usually cannot p a s s  on increased costs 
since wc  are the end. The prodncer ends up absorbing the cost of regulations. I strongly 
\tige you to mak e  the appropriate changes s o  this regulation can be worlcabls: for our 
industo. 

Sincerely, 

w 
T&kin F a rms  
J im Larkia 
120s Road 2:! 
Bctiedict, NE 683 16-9047 
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T&J. p r o p o s e d  4 ~  d o e s  not include vaccination, e v e n  thoua it is a  ~+Q-J, 
dh3ive lllearls of contxolling SE. Ah eff&Vc vacc inat jon p e a n ,  

c omb ined w ith a  single environmental test shortly before depopulation 
would allow out birds to have protection a n d  410~ control ofs~. , 

’ ‘~JI our state, the laboratory s y s t em hz~ not established a  testing facility for 
SE. B&b impbenting the ruk, FDA should s u r v e y  public and phvate 
laboratories to a s s e s s  whether lab capacity is adequate to test for SE. Th is 
s u r v e y  would also apply for AI, and END as well. 

l hi winter months, it is not practical to wash  our facilities. T h e  birds h a v e  
been r emoved which is the heat source, c o u s c q u e n t l y  the water lines will 
freeze. FDA should not impose a requirement that producers cannot c a a y  
out. FDA COUICI make  the wet cleaning optional, a n d  require only a dry 
cleaning &cr  an environmental positive. Vaccination could be used in 
conjunction with the dry cleaning thereby controlling the spread to a  n ew 
flock. 

l FDA has a requirement that eggs held more thm 36 hours be refrigerated 
at 45” F. Our  eggs are nor~nally mov e d  to the plant in less than 24 hours 
except on the weekend and holidays. When  the eggs are washed, there will 
be a higher incidence of o h&s and c r a c k s  if they have previously been 
refrigerated, s imply because of the sudden change in temperature. In the 
s ummer  our cooler is stretched to its lim it to maintain 60 degrees. The 
36-hour lim it could be lengthened to something more realistic, like 72 
hours. The second part would be to require refrigeration at 55’ F  unless 
the eggs are held more than a week, a.tld then impose the 4 5O F  
rsqu irement if n e c e s s a r y .  By  that time  the eggs are in the plant. The 
sc ience tells u s  that thcs8 time s  and temperatures are adequate. 

l l?T)A’s  bio-secwity requir&rnents should be more flexible. Bio-security is 
ilnportant. Some  of the FDA requirenlents are not prarticnt like the 
&t-Aging of clothes and s h o e s  between houses. Our  wal kways are akeitiy 
constructed along the ggg conveyor which travels t.hro~gh each house. The 
farm needs to establish its own bio-sectity steps. 

One other item is the responsible person. I[ run the only person on the farm. 1 don’t have 
time  or the mon e y  te take several d a y s  for this kind of trainmg especially a s  a contract 
breaking producer. M y  processor has technical people who are already doing this 
program on other farms, Can this person be m y  technical liaison person a s  long a s  m y  
recorrls arc maintained on the farm? 

P. 8 3  

- What is going to happen to these SE positive eggs’? If the positive eggs 
could not be sold at any price, then the loss to producers would be muc h  
more than FDA has estimated. Has  the FDA addressed this problem 


