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Comments:

In response to Federal measures to mitigate BSE Risks:

Consideration for further action:

Supplementary Information:   Section V. A.:

Question 1. Would there be value in establishing a specialized advisory committee or standing subcommittee on BSE?

Comment:   NO, we feel scientific staff of various agencies are the appropriate resources to apply mitigating measures.  Any new advisory committees would deter from good effective mitigation based on science using whatever outside resources individual agencies determine appropriate.  Multi-agency advisory groups would make enactment of mitigating measures more cumbersome and could paralyze agencies in performing responsibilities.

Section V. B.:

Question 2.    Evaluation of the IRT recommendation:

Comment:     We feel the Harvard Risk Assessment combined with the experience of European governments and the three agencies FDA, FSIS, and APHIS provide resources the agencies can use to evaluate the IRT recommendations.

Section V. C.:

Questions 3–8. Removal of SRMS from all animal feed, on-farm feeding errors, cross contamination:

Comment:     We feel that consideration of removing SRMS from all animal feed is necessary.  Due to the enormous impact this would have on the industry, we also feel this decision should be delayed until the major BSE surveillance project has been completed and information justifies this method or if BSE is only in isolated non-indigenous animals determine the benefit not worth the cost.

Questions 12-19: Banning all mammalian and poultry MBM:

Comment:      Again, due to the enormous impact on industry and related industries, we feel it prudent to delay on decisions until the major BSE Surveillance is (a) complete, or (b) evidence suggests a more widespread problem involving indigenous cases of BSE.

Questions 20-22:


No Comment at this time.

General Comments:


We feel that additional time is needed for developing a response to the widely encompassing proposals being addressed.
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