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PURPOSES AND USES OF THE ECONOMIC CENSUS 

The economic census is the major source of facts about 
the structure and functioning of the Nation’s economy. It 
provides essential information for government, business, 
industry, and the general public. Title 13 of the United 
States Code (Sections 131, 191, and 224) directs the Cen- 
sus Bureau to take the economic census every 5 years, 
covering years ending in 2 and 7. 

The economic census furnishes an important part of the 
framework for such composite measures as the gross 
domestic product estimates, input/output measures, pro- 
duction and price indexes, and other statistical series that 
measure short-term changes in economic conditions. Spe- 
cific uses of economic census data include the following: 

* Policymaking agencies of the Federal Government use 
the data to monitor economic activity and assess the 
effectiveness of policies. 

9 State and local governments use the data to assess 
business activities and tax bases within their jurisdic- 
tions and to develop programs to attract business. 

9 Trade associations study trends in their own and com- 
peting industries, which ailows them to keep their mem- 
bers informed of market changes. 

m Individual businesses use the data to locate potential 
markets and to analyze their own production and sales 
performance relative to industry or area averages. 

ALL-NEW INDUSTRY CLASSIFICATIONS 

Data from the 1997 Economic Census are published pri- 
marily on the basis of the North American Industry Classi- 
fication System (NAICS), unlike earlier censuses, which 
were published according to the Standard Industrial Classi- 
fication (St0 system. NAICS is in the process of being 
adopted in the United States, Canada, and Mexico. Most 
economic census reports cover one of the following NAICS 
sectors: 

21 Mining 
22 Utilities 
23 Construction 
31-33 Manufacturing 
42 Wholesale Trade 
44-45 Retail Trade 
48-49 Transportation and Warehousing 
51 Information 

1997 ECONOMIC CENSUS 

US. census sureau. 1997 mmomit Census 

52 
53 
54 

55 
56 

61 
62 
71 
72 
81 

Finance and insurance 
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 
Professional, Scientific, and Technical 
Services 
Management of Companies and Enterprises 
Administrative and Support and Waste 
Management and Remediation Services 
Educational Services 
Health Care and Social Assistance 
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 
Accommodation and Foodservices 
Other Services (except Public Administration) 

(Not listed above are the Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, and 
Hunting sector (NAICS 1 11, partially covered by the census 
of agriculture conducted by the U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture, and the Public Administration sector (NAICS 92), 
covered by the census of governments conducted by the 
Census Bureau.) 

The 20 NAICS sectors are subdivided into 96 subsectors 
(three-digit codes), 313 industry groups (four-digit codes), 
and, as implemented in the United States, 1170 industries 
(five- and six-digit codes). 

RELATIONSHIP TO SIC 
While many of the individual NAICS industries corre- 

spond directly to industries as defined under the SIC sys- 
tem, most of the higher level groupings do not. Particular 
care should be taken in comparing data for retail trade, 
wholesale trade, and manufacturing, which are sector 
titles used in both NAICS and SIC, but cover somewhat dif- 
ferent groups of industries. The industry definitions dis- 
cuss the relationships between NAKS and SIC industries. 
Where changes are significant, it will not be possible to 
construct time series that include data for points both 
before and after 1997. 

For 1997, data for auxiliary establishments (those func- 
tioning primarily to manage, service, or support the activi- 
ties of their company’s operating establishments, such as 
a central administrative office or warehouse) will not be 
included in the sector-specific reports. These data will be 
published separately. 

GEOGRAPHIC AREA CODING 
Accurate and complete information on the physical 

location of each establishment is required to tabulate the 
census data for the states, metropolitan areas (MAs.1, coun- 
ties, parishes, and corporate municipalities including cit- 
ies, towns, villages, and boroughs. Respondents were 
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Table I a. Major Sources of Receipts From Customers for Firms Subject to Federal Income Tax 
for the United States: 1997 
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Table la. Major Sources of Receipts From Customers for Firms Subject to Federal Income Tax 
for the United States: 1997~Con. 
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Table la. Major Sources of Receipts From Customers for Firms Subject to Federal Income Tax 
for the United States: 1997-Con. 
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Table ia. Major Sources of Receipts From Customers four Firm Subject to Federal Income Tax 
forthe United States: 1997-&n. 
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Table la. Major Sources of Receipts From Customers fo# Firms Subject to Federal income Tax 
forthe United States: i 997-c*“. 
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411 othsr mctxpts . . . ..*............................................ 
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Table la. Major Sources of Receipts From Customers for Firms Subject to Federal Income Tax 
for the United States: 1997-Con. 
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Table ia. Major Sources of Receipts From Customers for Firms Subject to Federal Income Tax 
forth43 United States: i9!374on. 
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