Docket # 94P-0036
Memorandum of Meeting

Date:                    June 26, 2003

Place:                   Harvey W.  Wiley Federal Building, College Park, MD; Room 4E029

Subject:               Cargill Specialty Oils and trans fat labeling

Participants:

Food and Drug Administration

Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition

Office of Nutritional Products, Labeling and Dietary Supplements 

Virginia Wilkening, Deputy Director, (HFS-800) 

Kathleen Ellwood, Ph.D., Director, DNLP (HFS-830)

Shellee Anderson, M.S., Food Technologist (HFS-800)

Connie Henry, Regulatory and Review Team, DNLP (HFS-830)

Julie Schrimpf, Ph.D., Regulatory and Review Team, DNLP (HFS-306)

Cargill Specialty Oils

     Ron Dudley, President

Willie Loh, Market Development
The meeting was held to discuss the agency’s future trans fat labeling and Cargill’s reformulated canola oil, Clear Valley, containing neither trans fat nor saturated fat.  

Cargill representatives gave a presentation entitled “Nourishing Potential: A Commitment to Healthy Oils” which provided information about their company’s history as an oil supplier and where they are heading in oil product development.  Cargill’s focus is to reduce saturated fat, eliminate trans fat and reduce calories.  They have developed a stable oil product via plant engineering that is not hydrogenated, but rather higher in oleic acid (18:1) content.  This oil can be substituted 1:1 with partially hydrogenated oil in formulations without a change in taste; however no clinical trials have been conducted.  Cargill has concluded, via consumer research studies, that consumers would pay more and perceive a product as healthy (regardless of brand) when that product is labeled with a “trans fat free, saturated fat free and no cholesterol” nutrient content health claim on the package front.  Cargill’s main question was: why can’t we use a trans fat free claim on these products when it is true and not misleading?  FDA and Cargill further discussed this issue, trans fat, and the petition vs. notification processes for establishing new nutrient content and health claims.  FDA encouraged Cargill to monitor the FDA website for a final rule and ANPRM that will be out soon regarding trans fat labeling and for various successful claims notifications.
Julie Schrimpf, Ph.D. 
cc: FDA meeting participants
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