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September 15, 2002

Food and Drug Administration
Dockets Management Branch,
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061- HFA-305
Rockville, MD, 20852

fdadockets@oc.fda.gov
"Docket # 01N-0067 - AGAINST the FDA Rule on Mercury Dental Fillings"

The Maine Toxics Action Coalition [MTAC] strongly opposes efforts by the FDA to pre-empt the disclosure law on mercury dental fillings.  You may not know that MTAC, along with several strong citizen leaders, was instrumental in passing a law in Maine that requires disclosure to all dental patients on the possible hazards of mercury amalgams. 

One need not be convinced about the health hazards to an individual when mercury amalgams are placed in the mouth [and there are a great deal of data supporting those hazards], to understand the huge negative impact of dental amalgams on the environment.

Maine’s Senator Collins has been proactive in tackling part of the problem of mercury in the environment by sheparding through the mercury thermometer bill that recently passed. We are grateful for the Senator’s understanding of how little mercury it takes to pollute large areas of the environment, which eventually impacts the health of wildlife and humans around the globe. We ask that your agency continue the efforts to eliminate mercury discharges wherever possible, and to educate the public through informed consent and disclosure about mercury amalgams in a clear, concise and compelling way. We have tackled that in Maine and do not wish the FDA to undermine our efforts. 

Dental offices now the #1 cause of mercury in the wastewater, according to a report released by the Mercury Policy Project and the Sierra Club in June.   The law passed by the Maine Legislature in 2001, with strong bipartisan support, would give disclosures about the health and environmental risks of mercury.  As these disclosures are made, and consumers discover that the “silver” fillings are in reality mainly mercury, we believe an increasing number of consumers will choose NOT to get mercury fillings.  And our environment will clearly benefit.

The FDA would impose a “uniform standard” and pre-empt the Maine law.  In its place, it would give disclosures that are almost meaningless.

We believe that IF our law must be pre-empted, that Congress, not a federal bureaucracy, should make the decision.

Sincerely,

Kathleen McGee, Director

