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ies and Gentlemen: 

Founded in 19 19, the rational Restaurant Association is leading trade asso~~at~o~ for the 
~esta~lra~t industry. resenting more than 52,000 me rs and 254,000 restaurant outlets in 
50 states, the distract Columbia, Puerto Rico and the US. Virgin Islands, the rational 
~~~st~~~l~a~lt Association has always s~~ppox~ed govet mnmi seermty ell~~a~~~e~~~ei.lt of the nation’s 

we have a vested interest in the food security guidance documents 
wish to submit formal comments for the record concerning Docket No. 
ister, Volume 67, No. 6, January 9,2002, pages 1224-1225. We 
ity to ~o~~e~t on the newly released FDA guidance and are encouraged 

ested input from the restaurant industry and others regarding their food 
se~L~r~ty ~eco~~~~datio~s for the food industry from farm-to-table. 

The restaurant industry as had a lo~gsta~d~~g ~o~~~t~e~lt to foe safety and food security to 
protect our customers and our industry. The safety of the food supply, our customers and our 

riority, and has been underscored by the September I 1 attacks. WC fully 
support the spirit and intent of the new FDA Food Security Guidelines established in the 
guidance do~~~~el~t “‘Guidance for Industry: Food Producers, Processors, Transporters, and 

ailers: Food Se~ur~ty Preventive Measures Guidance.” In fact, many of the restaurant- 
hcable re~o~~~~~dat~o~s have been widely adopted in the restaurant industry for decades. 

We co~~~e~~d the Agency for attempting the very difficult task of developing a single set of 
se~~~~ty ~~~o~~~~e~~dat~o~~s for i~ultiple diverse food industry segments. Overall, many of the 
FDA r~~o~~el~dat~ons will support ongoing initiatives and be useful for the restaurant industry 
as part of the development and review process for new food security programs. However, as the 
Agency notes in the do~~~e~t itself, not all of the guidance or i~~d~v~d~la~ reco~ll~e~~ 

actical for every food establis ent. It should be strongly noted that operators 
idance to deterrnine which sections relate to their component or operation 
entive measures are suitable. This “pick and choose” roach, may limit 

entire guidance document. ~~po~a~t re~o~~~e~~datio~s ay be lust while 
~~~orpo~ated into some establish~ent’s security protocol that may not be 

o tl~eir pa~i~u~ar industsy segment. As such, we elieve that the Agency 
shoaled work with the different food industry segments to align and develop more focused 
~~~ol~~endat~o~s for specific industry segments. 



Dockets ~anageme~lt Branch 

ts of the food industry are involved in the developmel~t of recomme~~dat~u~s, t 
~sefu~~~ss of the guidance will be greatly enhanced. An inclusive developl~ent process is 

opriate as each mdustry segment has intimate knowledge of the intricacies 
ir business operations that may not be shared by all sectors. While we fully 

ort the FDA guidance document as a first step, the Association believes that additional 
changes can be made to the docu~~ent that would enhance the usability for ail segments of the 
Food i~~d~lst~y. 

lar concern to the resta~ra~~t industry is the recommen ation that food establis 
erfor~~~~g criminal background checks;. While this advice is be 1, it is not at this 

time able to be practically realized by the majority of industry e inclusion of the 
ation in the guidance document can be misinterpret by some and possibly viewed 
nent rather than a suggested employee control he restaurant ~~dustry 

that screening employees by obtaining and verifying work references, addresses an 
~~ho~~e ~~u~nbers is wholly appropriate. However, pe~fo~ing criminal background checks In 
some ~~~sta~~~es may in fact be ~ro~~ibited by law. Therefore, we ~-e~o~~~el~d that the section in 
the g~~ida~~~e on “pre-hiring screening” be refocused by providing clearer reco~~n~e~~dations 
~~o~~~er~~~~g el~~p~oyee screeching and limiting comments related to crimmal background checks. 

While the gL~jd~~~~ce do~ul~e~~t is useful, the Association is concerned with the public disclosure 
iscussion of specific control l~easures in place or being developed from a security 

sta~~dpo~nt. As the Agency is well aware, and as we move forward in increasing food security, a 
~~e~ain arno~l~t of ~on~dent~al~ty will be absolutely necessary. We certainly do not want to give 

to those who may be contemplating actions against the food industry. We should all 
nst wide spread release of specific industry recol~lnendatjo~~s and keep co~~~de~~tia~ 

company and individual operational food security controls. 

The Asso~~~t~on strongly believes that sharing information and expertise with all food i~ldustry 
~~artIlers and goveri~me~~t officials is critical to the food industry’s preparedness for intentional 
ToorJ-c,ontarnir.lation events, ln this hght, lye stand ready to maintain active lines of 
~o~~~~~~~~~~at~o~~ with all federal and state regulatory agencies involved with food safety and 
security. 

~~a~~k you for this o ort~~~ity to provide our industry comments regarding 
eady to work with the FDA and all other government 

e ~ha~~~nge of keeping our nation’s food supply the safest in the world. 

Vice ~r~s~de~t, Seattle and Safety Regulatory Affairs 
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