
September 20,200f 

Dr. Christine J. Lewis 
Director, Office of Nutritional Products, Labeling, and Dietary Supplements 
Food and Drug Administration 
Room 1832 
WFS-800 
200 C Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20204 

Dear Dr. Lewis: 

This letter is submitted on behalf of the National Cheese Institute (NCI). NGI is affiliated with the 
International Dairy Foods Association and represents manufacturers, marketers, processors, and 
distributors of approximately 85% of the cheese and cheese products consumed in the United States. 

NC1 joins the National Nilk Producers Federation (NMPF) and the American Dairy Products 
Institute (ADPI) in urging your swift action to allow use of filtered milk in standardized cheeses. 

As you are aware, NC1 currently has a petition in FDA’s docket (no. OOP-0586) requesting a change in 
the Standards of Identity to allow use of filtered milk in standardized cheeses. NMPF recently filed a 
letter with the FIDA supporting a separate petition on this subject, filed by ADPI. Also last week, 
ADPf filed a letter urging F.DA to act on its petition “without further delay.” Our purpose today is to 
urge expeditious resolution of this issue also, by supporting the language of the ADPI petition. Indeed, 
we feel - and have long felt - that the ADPI and NCI petitions are equivalent in their effect. Each 
would allow use of liquid filtered milk, but not dried filtered milk. We feel that FX>A can 
appropriately adopt the ADPI definition, and use the detailed documentation of the NC1 petitian far 
further reference and support. 

We are willing to support ADPI’s suggested language for CFR 2 1 133.3 definition (a) with one 
minor modificatiun taken from the NCI petition. NC1 requests that the words ~~ultrafiltrati~n” and 
“ultrafilteredr’ be changed ta “filtration” and “filtered.“’ fn addition of course, 21 CFR 133,3 fb) will 
need to include a definition for filtered skim milk that parallels that for mifk in (a), We also assume 
that if granted, the petition would allow for filtered milk to be labeled as ‘“milk” r>n the ingredient 
label of the product in which it is used. 

We are hopeful that by DFA supporting the definitional language of the ADIPI petition, the FDA 
can move this matter forward. Settling this issue by promptly changing the cheese standards is 
extremely important to CH.B- industry. The dairy industry is poised to make the capital investments 
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necessary to fully use filtration technology, but these amendments to the cheese standards need to 
be made. As evidenced by the industry’s unified support for FDA’s quick action, resolution of this 
issue wilf be greeted favorably by a11 parties, as it will legitimize use of a technology that is widely 
accepted and used by producers and processors across the country. 

Please let us know if there is any assistance we can provide. 

Respectful1 y, 

C. Gordon Brown 
Senior Vice President, Regulatory & Scientific Affairs 
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September 6,2QUl 

Christine J. Lewis, Ph.D. 
Directur, Office of ~~tr~tiona~ Products, Labeling, and Dietary Supplements 
Food and Drug Administration 
Room 1832 
HFS-8QQ 
2QU C Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20204 

This letter is submitted on behalf of the National Milk Producers Federation 
(NMPF). The Nationaf Milk Producers Federation, headquartered in Arlington, VA, 
develops and carries out policies that advance the well-being of U.S. dairy producers 
and the cooperatives they cul~e~tive~y own. The members of NMPf’s 31 cooperatives 
produce the majority of the U.S. milk supply, making NMPF the voice of 6~~~~~ dairy 
producers an capitol Hiif and with government agencies. NMPF represents a farge 
segment of the dairy producers and prucessors who would be impacted by any change 
to the standards of identity for dairy products. 

The purpose of this fetter is to ~n~und~tjona~~y endorse a Citizen Petition, dated 
December 2, 1999 and submitted tu FDA by the American Dairy Products Institute 
(hereafter, ‘ADPI petition”). The ADPI petition seeks tu allow for the use uf liquid 
~~~raf~~tered (UF) milk in cheese making. NMPF is also aware that the National Cheese 
~nstjt~te (NCI) submitted a Citizen Petition pertaining to the same general subject on 
February KJ, 2000. This petition was rescinded by NC! in favor of a revised petition on 
June 9,200 (hereafter, “NC1 petition”). NMPF fully endorses the ADPt petition tu allow 
only liquid UF milk to be used in cheese making and strongly opposes the NCI petition. 

The ADPl petition seeks to alllow milk to be subjected to an ~~trafiltrat~un process 
for use in cheese making, whereas the NCI petitiun seeks ta include filtered milk as a 
product: which is synunymous to milk for use in cheese making. While this difference 
may seem to be trivial, the impact of the difference is substantial. NMPF dues not 
support any clangs tu the definition of milk under 2f CFR q33.3 (a) that changes which 
prududs are currently defined as “milk” under the definition. 

Jerome 3, Kozak, Chief Executive Officer James R (Tom) Camerlo, Jr,, Pr~ident Efwood ~rk~a~~~~k, First Vice President 
Charles Beckendorf, Semnd Vice President Robert Dwer, Third Vice President 

Ihnald Storfloff, SecretaryTreasurer e&de RMmrford, Assistant ~~~~eta~~~asure~ 
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October 19,2UUl 

Christine J. Lewis, Ph.D. 
Director, 0ffic-e of ~~~~~~i~~a~ Products, Labeling, and Dietary Supplements 
Food and Drug Ad~~~js~rat~~~ 
Room 1832 
WFS-8UU 
200 c Street, SW 
Washingtcm, DC 20204 

Dear Dr. Lewis: 

On September 6; 2U0fP ,NMPF sent a letter to FDA to endorse a Citizen 
Petition, dated December 2, 1999 and submitted to FDA by the Americ=an Dairy 
Products institute (ADPI). fn this petition, ADP4 seeks to aliuw far the use of 
tiquid ultfafj~t~red (UF) milk in cheese making. Since that time, the National 
Gheese institute (NCI) has also sent a fetter to FDA indicating their support fur 
the ADPI p@&mto m!y allow the q?e of ljqujd UF milk f?r chees~~~ak~~g, 



NMlPF believes that this value is necessary to e~~lj~jtly define what “Ilqujd” 
means in liquid UF milk for cheese making. Setting a d~mar~a~j~n point wilt 
serve to mitigate potential m~s~nter~retatj~ns and provide cfarity for enforcement. 
We believe that agreement by NMPF, ADPi, and NCI on the ADPi petition with a 
~~% tata1 solids defjnjt~~n for liquid would provide substantial inciustry consensus 
toward resolving this issue. 

in conclusion, NMPF fully endorses the AOPl petition and feels a limitation 
of total solids is necessary. ?hank you for the ~~~~~unj~ to provide these 
comments. We would be pleased to answer any questions or provide additional 
informatbrl~ upon request. 

President and CEO 


