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The Iowa Farm Bureau Federation appreciates the opportunity to provide oral comments to the Food and Drug Administration in regards to 21 CFR Chapter 589.2000, the rules governing animal feeding regulations and the issues FDA has raised in its Federal Register notice of October 5, 2001 at pages 50929-50931.

IFBF believes that the current rule is generally sufficient to provide necessary public health protection.  We believe that farmers and ranchers are taking appropriate steps to comply with the ruminant feeding ban.  As with any new rule that radically changes production practices and requires significant alterations in recordkeeping and other management practices, complete compliance was not instantaneous with its implementation.  We believe that compliance with the ruminant feeding ban rule is at a high level and increasing.  However, it would be appropriate for FDA, in cooperation with state inspection programs, to maintain surveillance of compliance through spot checks and records review of regulated firms.

The ruminant feed ban rule was part of a three-pronged approach to the reduction of risk as it pertains to introductions and spread of BSE in the United States' food supply.  We believe the rule is adequate to meet its objectives.  Government studies have indicated that the risk or introduction and/or spread of BSE through cattle feed is near zero, especially if we can achieve complete compliance.  The FDA arguments that were put forth at the time of the adoption of the 1997 final rule were compelling.  Those arguments were based on sound science and a review of industry practices.  The basic risk factors that the final rule aims to reduce are essentially the same as in 1997, thus the regulations that were deemed to be based on sound knowledge and scientific fact should continue to provide the level of risk reduction being sought.

To date, we are not aware of any scientific basis for broadening the ban on the use of specified mammalian proteins in ruminant feeds.  In the preamble to the 1997 rule, FDA provided scientific justification for the exemptions offered in the rule.  We believe those exemptions are still scientifically justified.  The safety of blood products has been reconfirmed by scientific tests.  We recommend that FDA continue to monitor the science and consider changes when there is compelling scientific justification and evidence.

We do believe that the feeding of poultry litter and other recycled poultry waste to cattle could present a means for spread of BSE, if the disease were ever found in the United States.  We recommend that FDA and other appropriate agencies conduct the necessary research to quantify the actual risks associated with feeding of poultry litter and other poultry wastes to cattle.  If the risks are as minimal as they appear to be, then no additional action should be taken.  If the risks are determined to be significant, then the Iowa Farm Bureau would consider supporting a modification to the prohibited materials list to include poultry litter and other poultry wastes.

We believe that "road kill" and all ruminant wildlife should be eliminated from all rendering.  Such animals should be buried or incinerated, but should not be allowed to enter the feed supply chain.  Domesticated deer, elk and other such animals should be treated as any other livestock species.

Imports of feed and animal protein products should be restricted from those countries with BSE or which are not actively performing surveillance in accordance with the Office of International Epizootics (OIE).  We support the regionalization of certain areas like the European Union (EU) because of the free flow of goods within and among member countries.  We are concerned, however, that insufficient attention is being paid to transshipment of animal products from restricted countries (areas) through third party countries.  We are also concerned that such product may be mislabeled when being transshipped.   We urge the FDA to strengthen the port inspection program and to increase its surveillance of transshipments.  We believe that imported feed products pose the greatest threat of introduction of BSE into the United States.  We urge FDA to increase its efforts in this area giving it more attention and funding.

We believe FDA should consider making some modifications in labeling requirements.  It is becoming standard industry practice for producers to be required to certify to those purchasing their cattle that they have not been fed proteins derived from either ruminant or mammalian sources.  Many producers have indicated that this is difficult if the label does not at least distinguish whether the protein in the feed is derived from ruminant or non-ruminant sources.  Currently, producers do not have sufficient information to really make this certification.  Feeds containing animal proteins often only indicate that the feed contains animal proteins.  The producer must assume what type of animal protein from the presence or lack of a warning statement.  We believe this is insufficient.  Producers should have the necessary information to make the certifications that the marketplace is requiring.  

Producers in Iowa are concerned that the lack of specific information with respect to the type of mammalian protein sources could lead to producers making inaccurate certifications. We believe broader classifications of protein sources such as "non-ruminant derived animal proteins" and "ruminant derived animal proteins" may be sufficient, rather than species-specific classifications.  We do not believe that it is necessary for the label to list specific species that a feed should not be fed to.  The current label warning is understood by producers.  

Previously, FDA has indicated that the cautionary statement serves no useful purpose on pet food and feed for non-ruminant laboratory animals and cited this as one of the bases for the current exclusion.  Iowa Farm Bureau is unaware of any changes in industry practices or risks to food safety that have been introduced because of this exclusion.  We see no need to remove the exemption and believe that FDA's justifications of this labeling exemption remain valid.

We believe that imposition of a requirement that dedicated facilities be used for the production of animal feed containing mammalian protein would provide little, if any, reduction in risk given the extremely small number of commingling incidents and the very low level of commingling.  Similarly, we believe that imposition of a requirement that dedicated facilities be used for the transportation and delivery of animal feed containing mammalian protein would provide little reduction in risk given the extremely small number of commingling incidents and the very low level of commingling.  Such a requirement, however, would impose significant costs on the industry and would reduce the number of feed manufacturers, thus needlessly raising costs to producers.  We believe it would be very counterproductive to initiate rules that could be construed to prevent carrying a bag of dog food on the deck of a feed truck hauling cattle feed to a farm. 

We believe the current authorities, penalties and other compliance mechanisms available to state and federal authorities are sufficiently adequate and severe. No new penalties are necessary. If additional resources are available to FDA for compliance work, such resources should be directed at inspection of facilities using restricted use protein products and for improvement of overall surveillance.  Imposition of additional regulatory burden and paperwork on the feed industry to implement a licensing program would not be a wise use of agency funds.

We believe the federal commitment to a full and on-going inspection program is vital to the success of the ruminant feed ban as a risk mitigation tool in the fight to keep the United States free of BSE.  We believe that we must have 100 percent compliance and 100 percent inspections.  This will require state and federal agency cooperation as well as industry action.  We urge FDA to do a review of the third-party certification programs that have been developed by the industry.  If upon review, these third party certification programs are deemed reliable and responsible, then we would urge FDA to officially recognize and cooperate with such programs.

In summary, we believe the current rule governing the use of animal proteins in ruminant feeds is, in general, working well.  Areas that might be considered for modification to further reduce any potential risks are restrictions on feeding of poultry litter to ruminants and more extensive monitoring of imported feeds.  We urge strong enforcement of current regulations, but do not believe that additional penalties are necessary to increase compliance.  We believe a federal commitment to a full and on-going inspection program supplemented with industry certification programs are essential elements of this effort to reduce the potential for introduction of BSE and minimize the potential for spread of the disease vector should it ever occur in the United States. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments regarding the prohibition of specified proteins from ruminant feeds.

Sincerely,

David Miller

Director, Commodity Services

Iowa Farm Bureau Federation

