121 Poinsettia Gardens Drive
Ventura, CA 93004
January 14, 2001

Jane E. Henney, M.D. (or successor) 0535 ¢ ¥R 19 P3:00
Commissioner

U.S. Food and Drug Administration

5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, MD 20857-0001

Dear Commissioner:

We respectfully request that the FDA investigate the extent to which antibiotics are used in agriculture in the
USA. We have learned that tremendous quantities of antibiotics are used in promoting growth and for other
__purposes related to cows, pigs and chickens. This misuse, added to general human overuse of antibiotics is ap-
parently contributing to reduced effectiveness of these life-saving drugs. Indeed, it is said that certain diseases
are already untreatable by known antibiotics.

Data relative to this problem, it seems, is unavailable now. Reliable information that could be obtained by
your agency and made available to medical science would lead to proper measures for solution of the drugs’
~ effectiveness. Please undertake establishment of a federal antibiotic reporting system without delay.

Please let us know what action vou are taking,
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