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Please grant the above petition to prohibit the slaug'hter of
downed a n i m a l s . J.t is essential thag this petition be granted
for the fo.lLowing reasons:

-Animals who are too sic!< or injured to stand should
not be permitted to enter the human food chain.

-In addition to posing an increased risk for bacterial
contamination, there is evidence thst some downed
animaLs may be afflicted with a form of bovine
Spongiform Encephalopathy, a disease linked to
Creutzfeldt-Jakoh  Disease.

-It is not possible to move downed animals humanely,
and they are typically pushed with tractors or dragg,ed
with chains-- inhumane processes which cause injuries
ranging from bruises and bbrasions to broken bones
and torn ligaments.

-Downed animals comprise a small percentage of animals
slaughtered, and prohibiting their marketing will cause
no undue economic harr3sh.i.p.

--Industry e.x,perts have es.timated that 90% of downed
animals can be prevented with hette.r care and handling.
Removing the market for downed animals wil:L provide an
incentive to industry to prevent downed animals in the
first p.Lace.
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