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Phone 716-723-5366

November 08, 2000

Honorable Donna Shalala
Secretary of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Room 615 F

Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Secretary Shalala:

The FDA is advocating a rule which would allow audiologists to install themselves as the sole
entry point into hearing health care by allowing states to require tests that only audiologists
conduct prior to purchase of a hearing aid. Allowing audiologists an exclusive role, without
unqualified medical data evidencing that such role is necessary for public health reasons, would
severely undermine public health and safety and would increase costs to the hearing impaired..

I am employed by a small hearing health care provider company in Rochester, NY and I am
worried about my job. My employer is a state licensed, board certified hearing instrument
pemdedhnsbeenpmwdmghemngheahhcamsemcesmtheoommmtyfmmneyws
We service hundreds of our city’s hearing impaired. If this rule is not withdrawn, my employer
will be out of a job and consequently, sowﬂlI I find my work rewarding and gratifying, so
please don’t let this happen!

Respectfully yours,
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