
Fax IV: IJ.S, Vood & Drug Administration 
Dockers Management Branch 
5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061 
Rockvillr,MD 20852 
Wl>‘H274~870 

From: Carrel McDonaJd 
5 Northern Shadows lane 
Sedona, Arizona 86336 

RE: UOCKi-3’ NITMBER 98P-0151/CPl 

This is to request rhal the FDA grant peririon 98P-OlSlKPl 10 prohibit 
rhe slaughter of downed animals. 

Last year, I hc USDA announced a landmark policy to srop purchasing 
meal from “downed” cows for Federal programs, including the Narional 
School Lunch Program. This policy recognizes a growing consensus- 
even among livcsrock industry and government officials-tha,t the 
markring an<1 sla.ugh,ter of downed animals is unacceplable. 

AnhaIs who WC IOO sick or injured even to stand should not be 
allowed IO cncer the human food chain. 

In addition to posing an increased risk for bacterial contamination, 
there i.s c\,itience char some downed animals may be afflicted with a 
form of HSE (Bovine Spongiform Encephaloparhy or “Mad Cow 
Disease”)” d disease which has been linked to a fatal human illness 
(C JD (.pr (;rculzl’cl.dr-Jakob Disease). 

Downed animals comprise a very small percentage of animals 
slaughtered, and prohibiting their marketing will cause no undue 
econorn I( hardship. 

It is impossible to move downed animals humanely, and rhey are 
typically pushed with tractors or dragged with chains---inhumane 
processes whhich cause injuries ranging from bruises and abrasion, 10 
broken bones and rorn llgarnents. 

Industr) experts have estimated rhar 90 percent of downed animals 
can brr prcvcnrcd with better care and handling. Removing the 
markel for downed animals will ptovide an incentive to industry to 
prcvcnr drowned animals in the first place. 

Granting this petition is in the humane and health irlterests of the 
consumer, th.~ indusrry and our food animals. Please ler me know of rhe 
FDA’s ruling 111 this marrer. 

Thank you, 

98P-015 1 
(y3 363 


