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DepaZment of Pathology 
Johnston-Willis Hospital 
1401 Johnston-W&s Drive 
Richmond, Virginia 23235 
804-330-2150 

Jane E. Henney, MD 
Commisioner 
US Food and Drug Administration 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville, Maryland, 20857-0001 

Dear Dr. Henney, 

1 am writing to encourage the FDA to establish a reporting system to determine the amount of 
antibiotics used for agricultural purposes in the United States. As you know, there is growing concern that 
the inapproriate use of antibiotics in this country is a major contributing factor in the development of 
antibiotic resistant organisms. Failure to curb such inappropriate usage, in humans and in animals, will lead 
to increasing numbers of infections that will prove to either be untreatable, or treatable only by the use of 
ever more toxic and expensive antibiotics. This will, in turn necessitate the development of new antibiotics, 
a process which is becoming prohibitively expensive, as the FDA is weil aware. 

It will not be possibie to stem the uncontrolled use of antibiotics in Jivestock without a well organized 
system of reporting and monitoring of the type and quantity of antibiotics used, as well as the indications for 
which they are used. As in humans, such usage should occur only when a demonstrated need for their use 
exists and can be documented. Please address this issue by making a reporting system for agriouitura~ 
antibiotic use a top priority. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

y John Summerville, MD 




