 Ken Falci's talking points
· Welcome to everyone at today's FDA Public Meeting on the Labeling of Allergens.

· To give you some background /context for today's meeting, I will go over events that got us to this point in time and what we are doing now.

· In 1999, we thought about being more active with food allergens.

· In 2000, we first went out to industry and consumers to gather data about food allergens.

· In 2001, we published a Compliance Policy Guide for the agency's compliance staff, field investigators, and the regulated industry on agency policy and regulatory action criteria.  FDA will be training field investigators in the near term.

· Today we seek information on some of our future actions in 2002.

· Everyone should have picked up a package at the registration desk and in the package, you will see the agenda.  As you see, the meeting will consist of introductory remarks by Dr. Christine Lewis, followed by a series of panels who will discuss 3 subjects.

· Dr. Lewis will give an overview on the issues that will be discussed here today and mention the agency's current regulatory framework.  She is the Director of the Office of Nutritional Products, Labeling, and Dietary Supplements, and will moderate today's meeting.

· Before we get started, we need to go over some administrative details.

· We ask that you turn off cell phones and beepers.

· There is a sign language interpreter available today.  If you need a sign language interpreter, please contact our staff, including those at registration table; FDA staff are wearing badges so they can easily be identified.

· There are handouts available from various consumer and industry organizations in a table outside the auditorium

· You can find in your package a list of eating places nearby.  There is also a cafeteria in this building downstairs.  If you leave the building, you will need the badges that the guards gave you this morning for reentry to the building.

· The bathrooms are located on both sides of the main hall. When you exit the Auditorium, make a right at the door of the Auditorium, and then make either a right or a left in the main hall.

· Now I will turn the meeting over to Dr. Lewis.
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