INVITED SPEAKERS

John B. Hallagan
Mr. Hallagan serves as General Counsel for the Flavor and Extract Manufacturers Association of the United States (FEMA), the International Association of Color Manufacturers (IACM), and the American Spice Trade Association (ASTA).  Mr. Hallagan has also served as the Scientific Director for FEMA and IACM. Last year, he and two colleagues published a review on the potential allergenicity of natural colors.  In addition to his law degree, Mr. Hallagan also has a degree in zoology, and training in toxicology.  

Regina Hildwine
Ms. Hildwine is the Senior Director of Food Labeling and Standards in the Regulatory Affairs Department of the National Food Processors Association (NFPA), where she serves as NFPA's liaison between the food industry and federal government agencies on food labeling and standards issues.  Ms. Hildwine has been extremely active in the debate on food labeling policy.  She was editor of NFPA's landmark 1990 study "Food Labeling and Nutrition, What Americans Want," which focused on consumers perceptions of food labels and explored several nutrition label format alternatives.  Ms. Hildwine also has served as author and technical editor of numerous NFPA technical publications on food labeling.  She was responsible for NFPA's research related to the economic impact of mandatory labeling.  Ms. Hildwine also has participated in the U.S. delegations to three Codex Alimentarius committees, including one on food labeling.  She received her master's degree from the University of Maryland, College Park.

Michael F. Jacobson, Ph.D.
Dr. Jacobson is co-founder and Executive Director of the Center for Science in the Public Interest (CSPI), a non-profit health-advocacy organization with over 800,000 members.  CSPI focuses on nutrition, food safety, alcohol policy, and antibiotic resistance.  Dr. Jacobson and CSPI have led efforts that resulted in passage of the Nutrition Labeling and Education Act and laws requiring warning notices on alcoholic-beverage labels, as well as setting a federal definition of "organic food."  Dr. Jacobson is author or co-author of several books and reports on nutrition, food safety, commercialism, and alcoholic beverages.  He has published papers, letters, and articles in scientific journals and periodicals.  In 1996, he received FDA's Special Citation Medal.  Dr. Jacobson holds a Ph.D. in microbiology from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Lisa D. Katic, R.D.
Ms. Katic is Director of Scientific and Nutrition Policy at the Grocery Manufacturers of America (GMA) in Washington, D.C. where she develops and implements GMA's scientific, technical and regulatory programs in a number of areas, including nutrition, food allergy, biotechnology, functional foods and food labeling.  Prior to her work at GMA, Ms. Katic was Associate Director of Food Safety for the International Food Information Council (IFIC) in Washington, D.C., a science-based communications organization.  At IFIC, she implemented programs and conducted presentations on nutrition and food safety issues to a wide variety of audiences.  Ms. Katic has also worked as the Media Coordinator and Nutrition Education Consultant for the Dairy Council in Cleveland, Ohio.  She is a registered dietician (R.D.) and an active member of several professional associations, including The American Dietetic Association (ADA) and Society for Nutrition Education.  She holds a bachelor’s degree in dietetics and nutrition from the University of Pittsburgh.

Anne Muñoz-Furlong

Ms. Muñoz-Furlong is CEO and founder of The Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis Network (FAAN), a nonprofit organization with over 23,000 members.  In the ten years since its founding in 1991, FAAN has become the national and international leader in raising public awareness of food allergies and anaphylaxis and the issues surrounding food allergic disorders.  Ms. Muñoz-Furlong has spoken nationally and internationally on the work of FAAN and the perspective and needs of the food allergenic consumer to the food industry, schools and government organizations.  To assist in starting similar consumer groups advocacy groups in other countries, she recently founded the Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis Alliance, an international group with members in a half dozen countries.  She is a member of the Anaphylaxis Committee and its Adverse Reactions to Foods Committee of the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology.  She holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration from George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia.

Kate Winkler
Ms. Winkler is Legislative Assistant for Representative Nita Lowey, who represents New York's 18th Congressional District (Westchester/Queens).  For Representative Lowey, she is involved in Ms. Lowey’s work on the House Appropriations Committee, which addresses agriculture and food safety issues, transportation, environment, and reproductive rights.  Ms. Winkler joined the staff of Representative Lowey in August 1998, serving as Staff Assistant and Legislative Correspondent before becoming Legislative Assistant.  She received a B.A. in Anthropology from the University of Rochester.
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