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The Honorable Sam Gejdenson
U.S. House of Representatives |
2304 Rayburm House Office Building |
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Gejdenson:

Thank you for your letter of October 16, 1999, expressing concern about the Food and Drug
Administration’s (FDA) proposed rule on refrigeration and labeling of shell eggs.

]
The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) of the Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
responsible for ensuring that meat, poultry, a}nd ogg products are safe, wholesome, and accurately
labeled, FSIS enforces the Federal Meat Inspection Act, the Poultry Products Inspection Act,
and the Egg Products Inspection Act, which require Federal inspection and regulation of meat,
pouliry, and egg products prepared for distrﬂ,:ution in commerce for use as human food.
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FSIS and FDA are working closely to develofp an action plan to address Sa/monelila enteritidis in
shell eggs and egg products using a farm-to-table approach. Both FSIS and FDA have
established public dockets to receive comments about the egg safety action plan, Your comment
addressing the impact of proposed labeling of shell eggs is in reference to an FDA proposed rule
requiring safe handling statements on labels bf shell eggs that have not been treated to destroy
Salmonella microorganisms. Because this falls under FDA’s jurisdiction, we have forwarded
your comment to the FDA/Dockets Managefpent Branch (HFA-305), 5630 Fishers Lane, Room
1061, Rockville, MD. 20852.

If you have questions or if we can be of further assistance, please let us know. Thank you for
writing.
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Sincerely,
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Philip S.Derfler
Deputy Administrator
Office of Policy, Program Development

and Evaluation '
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5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, Maryland 20852
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October 16, 1999

Mr. Thomas J. Billy

Administrator

Food Safety and Inspection Service
Jamie L. Whitten Building, Room 331-E
1400 Independence Ave, SW |
Washington, DC 20250

'Dear Administrator Billy:

and Drug Administration's proposed rule 1f lating to the refrigeration and labeling of shell eggs.
My constituents have voiced concerns regarding the negative impact of the proposed labeling
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