
with JCAHO, state health departments and other inspecting or a& _ - 
teaching them how to more thoroughly inspect sterile processing and central service 
departments. I unders~~.,~~~.~~,g~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,,~~~~u~s tie~kp~oCeSs’ii$ of , 
single-use devices. I must admit that my agenda’is Itiger. I have had the pleasure of 
inspecting many of the third-party commercial reprocessors in’the United States &d 
medical center central service departments. It is‘my opinion that third-party reprocessors’- ” 

A’.,> ;,,e:.‘i.,.i ,,“~..~‘~i..,~,~I:‘~:.. 

often do a superior job reprocessing “single-use” items thanmost heals&e facilities 
performon.equipment designed-to be reused. My goal is improved patient care. I 
believe promotion of improved published standards and increased inspection can cost 
effectively raise the standard on the reprocessing of all equipment. 

I would caution us all in our proposals to HCFA in regards to reimbursement. The health 
care industry has-been asked to reduce the cost of health;;’ care: Sweeping decisions ;;,i&y~. ., $ I 
suggesting to HCFA that reimbursement should be denied to’s hospital - even if an item 
is safely reprocessed -because a large volume of paperwork is not submitted by each 
hospital, is contrary to our national needs. ‘What we need is the cost-effective , 
advancement of scientific data to provide the highest quality, best value patient care. 
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