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"Precautionary Measures are needed! Xenotransplantation could transmit deadly
animal viruses ta patients and the general public. Xenotransplantaticn han.

Letter to Fi:A.:

From: Lorriine Craig 25 | st ave, verdun Qem Montreal Canada hagizv!

DEAR /il OR MADAME:

Multinational drug companies (as you know) are invesiliy millions
of dollars t: Treed pigs with human genes, so their cells, tissues, and o2 s can be
transplant.c-:x\ st humans. The Food and Drug Administration, the Warl:' Fealth
Organizaticn und scientists have acknowledyed that xenotransplantatics: -ouid
transmit deactiy animal viruses to patients and the general public. We kv aw relatively
little about niy viruses, or animal viruses in general. There may be dozer vaiting to
be discover:!,
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As the FDA, is overseeing xenotransplantation, recentiv ssued
guidelines piay mmg that, xenotransplant patients, their "close contacis,” wnc health
care perqonwc i, e barred from donating blood.

Furhaps those guidelines are still inadequate and short-sightad
1 will NOT protect the public health in the long run.
As a privai: citizen, | ask you to endorse a xenotransplantation ban.

There are miuny other options available ie: Increasing human organ dei:i .z through
legislation, ::¢ several European countries have done.

"The proposes: guideline ignores the fact that, like "mad cow disease," sv
disease fror 2 novel animal virus may not show up for decades after i
seems this is sot a wise choice. As with AIDS or"mad cow disease," ind
develop a fuil-lown infection ten years down the road, with more heli
consequences for the blood supply. Like swine flu, some infections coui? e
trapsmitted ) casual contacts who could donate blood while infected.
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How will zll those who are infected be traced?

The FDA tas already admited that if such a virus entered our blood siaph
mistake, the results would be "disastrous”. It is unclear how the FDA phiris to screen
blood donaiicns from xenograft patients/ and thiex contacts. Without «icarly defined
and standawdized hospital procedures to prevent blood donations fror: tis
individuals, hiospitals will be unable to safeguard the blood supply.

Pn,rhaps a <iearing-House for screening would be a good idea even i gh it will
ever be a perfect solution.

In Canads a¢ have had many problems with the blood supply. Many :uve died,
Precaution shauld be the operative word. The Institute of Medicine v} the General
Accounting {Jffice have already sited the FDA for poor oversight of th« A merican
blood suppiv. Remember HIV? And the approved use of a bxocngnwc  plasma
that transm:itied hepatitis A to hemophiliacs. We cannot afford any nu: - public
health disastzrs

When do we learn our lessons from the past?

Containme::t, is not prevention. If the FDA were truly interested in ;vutecting the
blood supply, it would ban xenotransplantation today!

Sincerely,
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