3205 Catalina Drive
Austin, TX 78741
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Jane Henny, M.D., Commissioner
Food and Drug Administration
5600 Fishers Lane, Room 1471
Rockville, MD 20857

Dear Dr. Henny:

As you know, there is a growing public concern about the overuse of antibiotics as growth
promoters in livestock. With the rise in untreatable infectious diseases, the European Union has
banned all growth-promoting uses of antibiotics used in human medicine. That ban followed not
too long after Sweden and Finland entered the EU at which point they retained their own
restrictions on antibiotics. Those Scandinavian countries had success, though not immediately,
with reduced use of antibiotics while maintaining meat production at about the same level as
before the ban. Other EU countries, such as the United Kingdom and Denmark are also
experiencing success banning antibiotics with only a slight cost in meat prices of the animals
involved.

Please use your authority to follow the EU in banning animal uses of growth-promoting
antibiotics used in human medicine. Your time and attention are much appreciated.

Respectfully on/xs_,

Archie Gress

cc: J. Brad Lichtenhan, MD, family practice, Austin, TX
" Union of Concerned Scientists, Cambridge, Mass.
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