ERIDANIA BEGHIN-SAY AMERICA
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atutwiler@us.ebsworld.com

September 19, 2000

Dockets Management Branch

HFA-305, Food and Drug Administration
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, MD 20852

RE: Request for Comments on CFSAN Program Priorities
Docket No. 98N-0359 ‘

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Health and Nutrition Group of Eridania Béghin Say American would like to
ask the Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition, as part of the agency’s FY2001
priorities, to revise to the health claims regulations which would allow food companies
to make nutrient content claims based on health claims approved by the agency. This
would clarify for food manufacturers and consumers that the health claims approved by
the FDA constitute an authoritative source under the terms of FDAMA. Such
clarification would encourage food manufacturers to include beneficial food ingredients
in traditional foods, thereby increasing consumption of foods found by the agency to
benefit human health and nutrition. This would also allow food manufacturers of
products which may contain less than the specified per serving amount of a particular
nutrient to qualify for a health claim, to convey to consumers that their products may be
a good or excellent source of that ingredient.

We believe that such a clarification would not be difficult or time-consuming to
issue, and would contribute to a healthier diet for consumers.

Sincerely,

w/MQW

M Ann Tutwiler
Director, Government Relations
Eridania Beghin Say America
Cc: Christine Lewis |
Lynn Larsen
Virginia Wilkening
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