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August 14, 2000 

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) 
FDA 
5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061 
Rockvillc, MD 20852 

FAX NO, 

Rc; NDA Docket No. OON-0504 

Pcoplc for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) is an international nonprofit 
organization with nlore than 700,000 mcmbcrs dedic;lted to ending animsll suffering, 
Please accept the following comments on behlf of our members regarding the CLCurrcnt 
Thinking Papers on National Standards for Egg Safety,” (herein referred to as the 
“Standards”) as dcscribcd in 54 FR 42707. 

The latest version of the Standards fails to adequately address thhe issue of egg infcction- 
causing EElrming practices, particularly forced molting, despite the overwhelming 
cvidcnce that eliminating this common practice would significantly reduce human Se 
infections across the country In order to cffcctivcly reduce the hazards of Se, it is 
nbsolulcly critical to eliminate vectors of transmission that cause eggs to become infected 
in tl-rc first place. We therefore ask that your agency include a strict prohibition on forced 
molting as an integral part ofthc final version of the Standards. 

Govcmmcnt scientists have shown that forced molting leads to higher rates of Sahonslln 
entcritidis (Se], causing serious hunlan illness, and somctimcs death, For example, the 
U.S. Dcpartmcnt of Agriculture (USDA) recently reported that the number of human Se 
infections would be significantly reduced if forced molting were eliminated.’ Even the 
USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSTS) advises that ‘<in an effort to reduce 

human illnesses caused by Se, FSIS is encouraging poultry and egg producers to 
clirninatc forced molting practices.“’ 

Another USDA study concludes that forced moIting increases the frcqucncy and severity 
of ,Se infections of a flock regardless of an individual hen’s a& and %ould conceivably 
alter the Se situation in a flock from a minor problem involving a small number of birds 
to one whcrc a large number of birds [arc] affected.‘*’ Similarly, a study out of the 
University of Florida finds that stress caused by a forced molt significantly compromises 
the immune system of laying hens, resulting in higher levels of Se infections.5 
Furthermore, the study concludes that forced molting is detrimental to the Se rate of the 
cntirc flock: “Molted birds shed significan?ntly higher numbers of Se during a forced molt 
as compared to unmoltcd birds ., . and iforccd molting] muses an increase in the 
tnnsmission of Se to uninfcctcd hens housed in adjacent cages.“” Thcsc studies are only a 
sample of the many in cxistcncc pointing toward tic dangerous implications forced 
molting hzs on both animal and human health.’ 

The Food Animal Concerns Trust in the United States also rcpoxts that by using sydcms 
that preclude forced molting for layers, Se was reduced by up to by 70%. And the top 
consumct groups in the U,S. have taken a strong stance against the practice due to Ihc 
serious health risks it creates for consumcts, including the Ccntcr for Science in the 
Public Interest, Consumers Union (publishct of Corzsumer Repr/s), and Public Citizen. 
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Even the United Egg Producers Animal Wclfarc Commit& recently wrote that CCwe do not bclicve that 
feed restriction or withdrawal to induce a molt should bc continued.” 

These fiindiilgs have serious implications for the health of our nation. This is apparent by applying the 
USDA’s conservative estimate th& human salmonella jnfcctions from eggs would be rcduccd by 2.1 
pcrccnt if forced molting were eliminated” to the 5900 repotted casts of Se in the U.S. in 1998’. 
According to the Centers for Dise,ase Control and Prcvcntion, tic actual number of cases is at Icast 38 
times grcatcr than those tcportcd” which means that in 1998, there wcrc at least 224,200 cases of Se. Of 
thcsc, 183,844 of them can bc attributed to contaminated eggs.” JIus. bv climinatina forced molting, - .\... ._ -.- 
auDroximatclv 3860 cases of Se Doisonine cab&.-avoided in Ihe U.S. everv v ear.” Furthcrmotc, applying 
tho cil~e fatality rate provided in a recent articlc in Emerging Infectious Diseases to 11~~ number of 
rcyortud Se cases in 1998, we can see that climinatinrr forced molhg_would save at least one life evety 
yq-~~nd could Dotcntiallv save up to 46 ~annually,” 

,-.. . x 

Monetary health-cart costs to the nation and its citizens due to forced molting must also be considered. 
There have been many studies reporting the cxpcnsivc consequences of Se.‘4 One such study, published in 
Y’he New England .hurnal of Mediche, found that when adjusted for inflation,” each nonreported case of 
Salmonella had a mean cost of $3 14, and each reported cast a cost of $196 1,16 For the former, costs wcrc 
in terms of loss of salary or output, and for the latter, they were in terms of medical cart or 
hospitalization. As a result bv eliminatinn forced moltincr. the c9g@rJsnd it.s citizens will save,@.-.h]lle 
~tx~J~g$ $1.378.387 each ~car.‘~ and with newaknd stronger Dhaecs of Se develoliG,..the increasing 
p$cntial for unrcportod cases to worsen ~&ans that medical costs of more th;u1~,569.460 could be 
avoided.” If pain, suffering, and ehronio disease costs were also included, thcsc estimates would bc 
significantly higher. 

Perhaps the grcatcst hardships caused by forced molting, howcvcr, arc to the hens themselves. This 
inhumane pm&ice inflicts intense and unjustifiable suffering for more than 234 million hens each year by 
starving them for up to two WC&S, often in complete darkness.” Hurldrcds of thousands die, while those 
who survive shed their featbcrs, lose up to 35 percent of their body weight, and grow weak, The stressful 
conditions weaken the birds’ immune systems so badIy to the point that they become prone to discasc, 
cspccially Se infcclions. The result is sick birds and contaminated eggs. 

Any one of the nearly 4 million infected eggs produced every year in the U.S. can cause a dangerous ,SL) 
outbreak that can aflcct hundreds of individuals.” It is thcrcforc imperative that the Se infection be 
prcvcntcd and addressed in the hen, at the SOUMC of the problem, by explicitly prohibiting the practice of 
forced molting. The serious risks to human health and animal welfare caused by forced molting can no 
longer be ignored; the occurrence of fatal Se poisonings and scvcrc animal suffering caused by the 
practice arc all too real. Once avain. on behalf of our members. we+rge. the rclcvant agencies to gdgpt 
g&fic lan!waw wohibitilw forced rn-o&-eGn the Enn &f&v Nartlo&~~&ndards and, as a resuIt&!i! 
rcducc animal sufferin&humztn illness. and taxwwer rg.&al costs. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.. 

Sincerely, 

Gem Akin 
Research Associate 
Rcscarch & Investigations Dcpatlmcnt 
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‘I-0: Nancy Bufano, FDA From: Ccm Akin 

FIIX: 202-205.4422 Pages: 5 

Phone: 202401-2022 Date: 8/l 4/00 

Re: Egg S&y Comments cc: 

Dear Ms. Bufano, 

Per OLX phone conversation earlier today, please accept the attached as 
our comments regarding J?DA Docket OON-0504. 

Feel free to contact me if there are any questions. I can be reached at 757- 
G22-?382,cxt.492. 

Thanks again for your time 

Sincerely, 

f5Le-- 

Cem Akin 
Research Associate 
Research, Investigations & Rescue Department 
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