(Re: Docket #00P-1211/CPI A.G. Farnell
and $#99N-4282) 20 Straub Lane

Petaluma, CA 94952
9/22/00

Dear Ms. Henney --

In an article abouf &8 %ugﬁ& bER 28 ih3 Bigland (and how the weed
destruction is destroying weeds with seeds a certain bird lives on)
a by-the-way remark was that the "US has been growing GE crops for
5 years.” This was news to me, and presumably they were still talking
about sugar beets?

I stopped buying C&H sugar when they linrked prostate cancer in
Hawaii to all the spraying on the cane. I figured sugar from beets
would be safer. (Already I have cancer.) I would like to know how
on earth I can buy any sugar that is non-Hawaiian and know that it
is not GE? Why aren't there labels? Why can't we at least have a
few sugar companies telling us their sugar is not from Hawaii and not
GE?

We are all familiar with the GE tryptophan that was pulled off
the market some years ago, because of a tiny mistake in Japan. However,
does this mean that all single amino acids on the market are GE?
If so, is this because there is no other way to make them? We would
really like to know more about what we are putting into our bodies.

Since I already have cancer and am being forced to inhale the
many dangerous by-products of MIBE in our gasoline, and since I cannot
accept the only medication offered to me, the least I can do is try
to maintain a healthy "natural" diet without the "unknowns” we have
yet to discover in GE foods. We also need to know whether irradiation
has been used, since this involves depletion of vitamins. I shouldn't
have to pay extraordinary prices at health food stores in order to
get ordinary vegetables and fruits. We should all be given the chance
to vote with our wallets about these things. It may surprise you
to learn that many people would decide it's okay, that they're willing
to take chances. But for those of us who are already ill (also with
serious allergies) we really need to know what we're buying.

I cannot ingest gliadin (wheat et al) and I don't simply get
loose bowels if I do, but something that looks like an organic-brain-
syndrome or the beginning of Alzheimer's. (Symptoms of this disorder
vary widely.) If someone puts the gliadin gene into my rice or
some other innocent looking food, it's not only that I will suffer --
but that the government (now paying my medical bills) will mistakenly
be told by some doctor that I need medication for Alzheimer's Disease
when I really don't. This would be a very expensive mistake.

PLEASE let us have labels telling us one way or another whether
our foods have been changed, irradiated, or otherwise tampered with --
even if you think they're okay. As technology improves, we find
out more and more every year -- and we're not at technology's end yet.

Sincerely,
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A.G. Farnell
20 Straub Ln
Petaluma CA 94952

Re: Docket #00P-1211/CPI
& #99N-4282

Jane Henney, FDA Commissioner
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061 (HFA-305)
Rockville, MD 20852
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