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Dear Congressman Gallegly: 

Thank you for your letter of April 26,2000, on behalf of Mr. C. Eric Olsen requesting the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) endorsement of irradiation as a phytosanitary 
treatment, as well as for food safety purposes. 

We recognize Mr. Olsen’s interest in the adoption of this method as an alternative means 
of eliminating pests and pathogens in agricultural commodities. Accordingly, we are 
pleased to inform you that, on May 26,2000, our Agency published a proposed rule 
in the Federal Register that, if finalized, would provide for the use of irradiation as 
a phytosanitary treatment for 11 species of fruit flies and 1 species of seed weevil in 
imported fruits and vegetables. For your and Mr. Olsen’s convenience, we have enclosed 
a copy of the proposed rule. As it indicates, we recognize that there is growing interest 
in the use of irradiation as a safe and effective treatment for agricultural products. As a 
result, we have proposed that irradiation, where available, be substituted for--or used in 
conjunction with-other treatments and/or special growing and handling conditions to 
mitigate the risks associated with the pests named in the proposal. The proposed rule 
also includes recommended doses of ionizing radiation that conform to the Food and 
Drug Administration’s (FDA) regulatory limits for fruits and vegetables, as well as 
safeguarding provisions to ensure that pests do not escape from articles traveling through 
the United States to irradiation facilities. As the proposed rule states, irradiation could 
take place prior to shipment to this country or after arrival. 

The comment period for the proposed rule closes on July 25,200O. Mr. Olsen’s specific 
concerns would be most appropriately addressed through the rulemaking process. 
Accordingly, we encourage him to review the specific provisions of the proposed rule and 
to forward his comments to us via electronic or postal mail. Because FDA administers 
laws that ensure irradiated foods are wholesome for human consumption, we also have 
forwarded a copy of your correspondence to that Agency for consideration. FDA officials 
may be able to address Mr. Olsen’s concerns about the characterization of irradiation as a 
food additive in Agency regulations, as well as the labeling requirements for irradiated 
food products. 
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With regard to additional research, USDA’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS) 
recognizes the usefulness of electronic cold pasteurization as a tool in mitigating 
quarantine risks involving insects. ARS has done substantial work on mangoes and 
other commodities and continues to conduct research to determine appropriate dosage for 
controlling insect pests that might be found in commodities entering the United States or 
exported from the United States to overseas markets. If Mr. Olsen has specific questions 
in this area, he may want to contact Dr. Kenneth Vick, ARS National Program Staff. 
He can be reached at the following telephone number and electronic mail address: 
(301) 504-5321, kwv@ars.usda.gov. 

We appreciate your and Mr. Olsen’s interest in this important issue and hope this 
information is helpful. 

Sincerely, 

/s/CraigA.Reed 

Craig A. Reed 
Administrator 

Enclosure 
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Dear Mr. Carlin: 

I am writing to you about he concerns of my constituent, Mr. Eric 
Olsen, President of Agbeta Inc. 
district. 

located in my congressional 

Enclosed please find a copy of the letter I received from Mr. 
Olsen who is concerned about the USDA's regulation of 
Electronic Cold Pasteurization (ECP). Agbeta Inc. would like to 
work with USDA and FDA scientists on ECP process research. 
Further, I ask that the USDA continue to work with the company on 
providing Mexican counterparts with information about ECP. 

I would appreciate your reviewing this matter and providing me 
with a response. Thank you for your assistance. 

EG:sdc 

ELTON GALLEGLY 
1 Member of Congress 
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Honorable Elton Galiegby. 
U.S. CoDgr~sman 
300 Espbande Drive Ste ?OO 
Oxnard, CA 93030 

Dear CoxqyemmnGaUegIq 

&beta Inc. is a new firm located in your District. A&eta Inc. is developing a new service 
fw &e:agriWEood industry-eiectrotic cold past-on of +csh and-processed foads- to 
Ed.&&& m d ]aavae, end~~~:l~~~~~.o~~pTOd~-- .- - -. - . 

Electronic Cold Pasteu&&on (ECP) is a newer term adopted by our in&t industry to 
0Ext the negative stigma that surround6 the term ‘md’ that had been given this process in 
its early days of government research using radioactive sources. 

Today, FBctronBeams andX-rays, derived timelect&@ powered equipmen& pez%orm 
the process that was previously done with radioactive Cobalt 60 and other sources of gamma 
Fays. The anti-n@ear @sxn~ in the~United States had Fd co&nues to omse this process, and 
$0 +e.best,bf our +ow&jgc does not present scient& Muttal to u&g ,ECP, usually resorting 
to pure@ emoti*.~t~ ha- no basis‘in science. I 

.A@etabas ,spent’effort agdmoney *eloping prospective markets fix its new service. 
In the came qf those efforts it,has been discovered thai the ECP proc+s would apply to %od 
and a plethora of products rangiug &n wine bottle corks to wood pallets used in the w of 
packaged foods. O+n, it was discovered, there is a need iix the ECP process in o&r to quaI@ 
produce to cross political quamn&e boundaries. A current case is the refdng entry &to the U.S. 
of mangoes arrking ikom hbxico. 

A&eta met with a regulatory oflicer fkom the USDA, and have asked him to provide to 
the Mexican counterparts our literature that cledy shows that ECP can be used upon these 
magms, just as we have already demorutrated its tsdabt& for Cal&& citrus produce. 

. . -_ ,_. - Webelievefhat ampdng has&en made with USDA to perform experiments on in&sted 
Mexican mangoes to clearly prove the suitability of the ECP process. In short, the unhindered 
~wofpro~~beestablished~~~ourtwOcobntries,andN~Atradecould~vtup 
anothernotchwhilee~the~po~~~thatappearstobe~t~agabnst 
the apple export industry in the U.S. 
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the~~-~odinriustrywantstoknow~theprocessis~~,sndthatithasbeen 
approved’bythose departznents and agencies of Fedeml and State go-. Again, does our 
process work on, say Ctimia citrus fkuit, and how will ii be accepted by tamsumm. 3Howwill 
your process, they question, af%ct our Brand Name? 

Agbetaisadvanciogthenotibnthato~itsECP,and~ofitscompetitors,isinevery- 
day use across the U.S., there will be a noticeable reduction inthe amount of contan&a!ion and 
id&t&n of the nation’s fbod supplies. This will result in a major reduction of reported food 
poisonings and deaths resulting from fbod poisoning. 

Wish ECP in widespread use, we will improve access into fbreigu markets and foreign 
access to the U.S. markets. Also, it is clear that an oppartunay will arise whereby simply certi- 
@ing the dose ~&&ion of ECP will quw foods and produce to cross political boundaries 
without &ther testing or inspection That will compare to the achievement made by the medical 
devices industry whereby the certification of Sterility, as monitored by FDA, was sufEciit to get 
t&5*-~duc$-iii%&~~markets.wjth no proof othcz &ant@ accompan$ng.Ce~cation 

- prcividd by the maGil%t&z. Can we ho@e %ksiicb a stand& in the-a&c&ure-fo-o&indus@- 
AgbetafiAlybelievesitcanbeachieved. 

Finalty, congressman Gallegley, A&eta would like to see two changes made in law aud 
regulations perrain@ to Hectl!onic cold Pasterrrization, nameb 

a) fkmove the stigmatic tefm ixmdiation from IabeIing requirements set by FDA, and 
replace with the more accurate desxxiptor-Electronic Cold Pasteurization, aDd 

b) Remove tiomthe 1958 Regulations the demon of ECP (irradiation) as a food 
additive. ECP is no more or less a process as are others such as cool&g, &eez@ 
aud freeze drying of foods. 

Agbeta wishes to enlist your ef%xts in getting the fixgoing changes made in the law, and 
to emwage Secretary Glickxnsn to’further direct his dew to work with Agbeta to achieve 
sound testing and endorxments fbr the Electronic Coid Pa&eurizatIon process. 
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