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Improving Breast Imaging 
Quality Standards (2005)

• SBI commends the thorough data finding 
effort and analysis by IOM in defining many 
issues confronting breast imaging practices. 

• However, some proposed solutions may have 
a negative impact on the goals sought by 
both the IOM and society at large. 





Increased regulation aims to improve breast health 
care, but workforce shortages and low reimburse-
ment will be aggravated by implementation of such 
measures.



Sufficient incentives to 
create an infrastructure 
that will support 
improved delivery of 
care MUST precede, 
rather than occur
concurrently with the imposition of additional 
regulatory burden on a workforce that is 
approaching crisis level shortages. 



dΜε iCal iAud t

NEW!



• New audit recommendations time-
consuming, more paper work

• No payment included for this
• Large facilities may require 

additional staff: QA coordinator
• Smaller, rural facilities may not 

have the resources
• Results of medical audits depend 

largely on patient population



• SBI supports concept of Centers of Excellence
• Lack evidence that variables such as reader 

volume are related to interpretation quality and 
requiring greater volume would further reduce 
number of physicians qualified to interpret



• SBI agrees requirements should be reviewed to 
determine which are effective in determining 
quality of mammography

• SBI supports streamlining the process



• SBI supports any way to reduce burden on the 
current breast imaging workforce 

• Use of radiologist assistants to interpret images 
is controversial and does not reduce the 
medicolegal responsibility of the physician

• Improve output without sacrificing quality 



• Also: As an “x-ray examination of the breast”, 
stereotactic biopsy should by law be included 
in MQSA regulations

• High quality ultrasound is crucial in breast 
imaging today but there is variable performance 
and equipment: this also merits mandated 
accreditation

• Breast MRI accreditation should occur but later 



Thanks for your time and service to the field of 
breast imaging, 
The Society of Breast Imaging


