I am Dr. John Dent, SVP, Consumer Healthcare,
GlaxoSmithKline.

GlaxoSmithKline is the second largest CH company, and the
second largest pharmaceutical company, in the world.

We are global manufacturers and marketers of products containing
aspirin, ibuprofen and acetaminophen/paracetamol.

These ingredients, when used as recommended, have for decades,
relieved pain and fever in hundreds of millions of people, safely
and effectively.

As with any medicine, if the Directions For Use are not followed,
there is a danger of adverse events, and in extremely rare
circumstances, with each of these ingredients, adverse events do
occur.

However rare these events are, it is incumbent upon the agency and
the industry, working with healthcare professionals, to ensure
consumers understand how to take these medicines safely.

We believe that this can be achieved through labeling and
enhanced consumer and healthcare professional education.

Ensuring consumers continue to have direct access to these
important medicines, at effective doses, will safeguard against
massively over-burdening the emergency and primary healthcare
system.

As the FDA has stated, these medicines are safe and effective
when use as directed, at the doses approved. The challenge is to
ensure everyone understands how to use these important medicines
safely.
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