August 30, 2002
Sandra Titus
Advisors and Consultants Staff
FDA/CDER
5630 Fishers Lane
Rockville, MD 20857
Tituss@cder.fda.gov
Dear Ms. Titus:

In anticipation of your September NDAC meeting, I wanted to let you know how vitally important analgesics are in the practice of emergency nursing. I am the current president of the Emergency Nurses Association and also an advanced practice nurse. I am the Chief Operating Officer for Team Health Southwest, an affiliate of Team Health, the nation’s leading physician practice management corporation. Team Health provides professional services to over 250 emergency departments and daily we evaluate patients whose symptoms warrant the appropriate use of analgesics. 

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, aspirin, and acetaminophen are front-line drugs given by front-line care-givers in the nation’s emergency departments. 

Acetaminophen as a generic drug and Tylenol® by name are the drugs most often utilized in EDs, either given to the patient during the visit or recommended to the patient. 

Last year over 108 million people visited our nation’s EDs and over 70 million of these visits are from persons in pain. Patients often present to the triage in severe discomfort or with fever and it is common practice to treat with OTC analgesics and antipyretics. Triage nurses nationwide have incorporated pain evaluation as the fifth vital sign in the initial assessment of a patient presenting to triage.  

I believe the effective use of analgesics is critical to the delivery of quality patient care and satisfactory care in the eyes of the patient. Patient satisfaction regarding ED care frequently hinges on the success of analgesic treatment. The development of increasingly potent analgesics with wide therapeutic indices has paralleled the growth of our specialty over the past 20 years. Success with analgesia is often equated with successful ED treatment.

As an emergency nurse, representing over 22, 000 emergency nurses nation-wide, I urge the NDAC to take into consideration the needs of the patients who make these 108 million visits each year to our nation’s EDs, who want prompt and effective pain relief. 

Yours truly,

Sherri


Sherrilynne Almeida

Sherri-Lynne Almeida, DrPH, MSN, MEd, RN, CEN

President
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