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Nancy J. Norton
President and Founder

International Foundation For

Functional Gastrointestinal Disorders

Outline of the remarks of Nancy J. Noxton, President and Founder of
the International Foundation for Functional Gastrointestinal

Disorders

Evaluating the benefit-nisk ratio for new rpedications for the treatment of
Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS): Key issues and concemns of the

International Foundation for Functional
(IFFGD). What are the consequences of
treatment for multiple symptoms of IBS;

astrointestinal Disorders
Iternative therapies or no
aind what is the level of disability

or morbidity associated with IBS?

L Developments within the U.S. |Government
II. Morbidity and mortality
A. Statistics
B. Unnecessary tests and procedures
C. Risk of unnecessary surgerly
I11. Findings from IFFGD quantitative research study among adult
members of IFFGD patient database (Specific findings from
this study will be referenced during Nancy Norton’s remarks
delivered on April 23, 2002)
A. Profile of the national study’s sample (n=350)
1. Median age was 5|1 years
2. Gender breakout was 79% female and 21% male
3. All respondents rgsided in the United States, 40%
from the East, 40% from Central, 20% from the
West
B. IBS has a tremendous impagt of sufferers’ quality of life
1. Respondents have|lived with IBS for a number of
years
2. Their disease challenges thern day in and day out
3. Symptoms are desftribed as seriously impacting
daily life: causing [frequent absences at
work/school as welll as missed leisure activities
C. Dissatisfaction with treatmept options
1. Frequent calls or viisits to their health care

providers

2. Available treatment options often cited as
ineffective

3. Serious side effect$ experienced by a percentage
of respondents
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