L

19_977-21500

__Anniversary ' __

Main Office |

PO. Box 1640 |

1708 N. Prairie View Rd.
Platte City. MO 64079
(816) 431-3605

Fax (816) 4312705 |
info@naelk.org |

Canadian Branch Office |
Box 1094

Regina. Saskatchewan S4P 3B2
(306) 924-9791 :

. Fax(306) 924-9792 |
naeba.north(@cableregina.com

NAEBA Online
www.naetk.org i

10th ..

Position Statement on Chronic Wasting Disease

The North American Elk Breeders Association (NAEBA) is the largest
industry representative of the owners of private, domestic elk in North
America. Elk are an ideal animal to raise in an agriculturai serting. These
all-natural animals provide healthy, natural products for consumers. The
major uses in the United States are meat and velvet antier. The meat is
slaughtered in accordance with government inspection rules. The velvet
antler is harvested from a live animal annually. This is significantly
different than any other animal by-products that result from the slaughter of
the animal. Because the animal is not harmed by removal of the velvet
antler the animal remains in the herd from year to vear and the heaith of that
animal can be traced.

The eik industry is one of the most highly regulated agricuitural industries;
there are many requirements and records concerning the interstate
movement and veterinary health history of these animals across the United
States. In addition, NAEBA provides an excellent registry system for the
individual identification and pedigree history of the animals. NAEBA is at
the cutting edge of livestock technology and also provides a DNA registry
system for these animals.

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is currently the foremost issue to the elk
industry. This disease was first found in captive herds at the Colorado
Research Facility in Fort Collins. Over the last severai years, extensive
testing has been conducted in wild populations and in domestic herds across
the United States. What has been found is that CWD exists in Colorado and
Wyoming in the wild. It has not been found in the wild in any other areas.
We have confidence and are gaining more confidence with each animal
tested that CWD is not a widespread problem, or one that exxsts randomly

‘within the elk popuiation.

NAEBA has been very proactive on the animal health front and was
instrumental in adopting a TB program for elk, which has been viewed as
highly successful. The private elk industry has solved its problems with
brucellosis in private elk while it continues to be a problem in wild herds.
NAEBA proposed a Chronic Wasting Surveiilance and Eradication Plan to
the U.S. Animal Heaith Association to control and eradicate CWD from
private herds. USDA has embraced the plan. The plan is a bold move by




the industry and the agency and calls for the total depopulation of any herd found to be
infected with CWD.

In order for the industry to support this plan and to eradicate this disease as soon as

possible, indemnity at fair market value is part of the proposal. What his plan will do is
quickly eradicate CWD from private herds. It will ensure cooperation from the industry
and will not drive this disease underground because a producer cannot afford the personal
financial sacrifice of the destruction of this total herd. It will bolster worldwide faith in
the health of the U.S. herd and the products in the marketplace. The program has been
drafted and is waiting for funding for the indemnity portion of the program. We ask for
your support of this program.

Because of the nature of elk and the products sought to be marketed by the people who
raise them, elk differ greatly from cattle, sheep, mink and other animals with related
TSEs. The elk industry has not fed recycled animal proteins to its animals because of
their goal to raise this all-natural, healthy product. With the tests that have been
conducted over the last several years, the elk industry believes it has solid scientific basis
to believe that CWD is not a widespread problem and probably most of the infected herds
have already been identified. The prompt action by state veterinarians to this problem
has helped contain and identify herds infected with CWD. NAEBA believes that their
proposed program is the best-proposed eradication program.

Mike Kilpatrick
President




