
Neurontin: Doctors need to be 
Warned - The ABCs

A. Illegal Marketing for off label use was 
successful

B. 8 million (at least) off label scripts – 2007

C. Off label use means:
– More suicide risk (depression, pain, anxiety)
– NO benefits except $$$



A.  List of “ ‘Movers and Shakers’ in 
regards to the off label use of NEURONTIN”

“. . . there have been 
cases of pharmacists 
questioning Rxs for 
NEURONTIN if the 
patient does not have 
epilepsy. To avoid any 
problems, just tell the 
physician to write on the 
Rx pad, For pain 
management, when he 
is RXing NEURONTIN.”



A. Dear Doctor Letter Pushing 
Neurontin for Social Phobia

Dear Healthcare Professional:

“Treatment of 
Social Phobia 
with gabapentin”



A. CME used to promote off-label 
use

•Special populations 
(children, women, 
elderly)

•Psychiatry CME 
Program

•Chronic Pain CME 
Study Groups



A. Methods of Marketing Neurontin for 
Psychiatric Disorders

Target psychiatrists

• Take some of the 
market from 
benzodiazepines 

•Seed the literature



A. Seeding the Medical 
Literature

Target Pain Specialists

• Publish in respected 
pubmed journal

•Send Reprints



B. Off Label a continuing success



WARNING 
NEEDED

“Neurontin’s Labeling 
lacked adequate 
directions for such [off 
label] use”



Doctors need to know
FDA SHOULD REQUIRE that Pfizer use all 

the methods it used to illegally market to 
get the truth out about risks and off label 
use

1.CME on Off Label uses
2.Publish Literature on the truth
3.Detailing on the truth
4.Conferences
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