= American Academy of Family Physicians
%’ 2021 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20036-1011

July 20, 2001

Ms. Kimberly Topper

Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (HFD-2)
Food and Drug Administration

5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857

Dear Ms. Topper:

| am writing pursuant to a May 3" notice in the Federal Register regarding a
forthcoming meeting of the Anesthetic and Life Support Drugs Advisory
Committee. The meeting was originally scheduled for June 14 and 15, but
was subsequently postponed until September 13 & 14. | understand that the
purpose of the meeting on the 14" includes the review of procedures to
prevent the diversion and abuse of prescription pain relief medicines,
especially OxyContin. | would request the opportunity for an officer of the
American Academy of Family Physicians to address this committee.

The American Academy of Family Physicians is the medical specialty society
representing over 93,100 family physicians, family practice residents and
medical students nationwide. Family physicians provide continuing and
comprehensive medical care, health maintenance and preventive services to
each member of the family, regardless of gender, age or type of problem,
whether biological, behavioral or social. They are trained to provide treatment
of chronic and severe pain in their patients and they practice in many of the
areas that have seen an increase in the abuse of OxyContin. The Academy
would like to have the opportunity to describe the steps that we have
undertaken to educate our members about the appropriate criteria for
prescribing OxyContin and how to prevent its diversion.

Our members are concerned about suggestions repeatedly made by officials
of the Drug Enforcement Administration that the right to prescribe OxyContin
and similar drugs should be limited to specialists in pain management. This is
a deeply flawed suggestion that we would strongly oppose because of the
difficulties it would create for seriously ill patients.
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Could | also ask that you provide me with a list of the members of the Advisory
Committee and their background and the information that you can forward to me about
the appointment process for new members? And of course, would you send me any
information that is available on the upcoming meeting.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Very truly yours,

Kevin J. %Z/

Director of Government Relations



