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The American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) wishes to submit the attached three documents for the record, and for consideration by the FDA’s Anesthetic and Life Support Advisory Committee at its June 14-15, 2001 meeting.

The three ASAM documents address the issues to be taken up by the Advisory Committee; namely:

1. Medical use of opiate analgesics for patients with chronic pain of non-

malignant etiology, and

2. Abuse potential, diversion and addiction to opiate analgesics.

The first document (attachment 1), Definitions Related to the Use of Opioids for the Treatment of Pain is a consensus document jointly issued by ASAM with the American Academy of Pain Medicine and the American Pain Society.  The document defines and distinguishes between “addiction,” “physical dependence,” and “tolerance,” and discusses their clinical and patient management implications.

The second document (attachment 2), The Rights and Responsibilities of Physicians in the Use of Opioids for the Treatment of Pain, addresses issues pertinent to the physicians in responsibly prescribing opioids, and issues regarding protections, safeguards and education for prescribing physicians.

The third document (attachment 3) is an ASAM Press Release, Prevent misuse of pain medications, but do not withhold them from patients who need them.  This document addresses the current problem of diversion of prescription pain medication by addicted individuals, or for sale by others.  

The document proposes a resolution of the problem, by a balanced approach which includes continued availability of analgesics for treatment of chronic pain of non-malignant etiology, law enforcement intervention to stop diversion, treatment of those addicted to prescription medication and other drugs, and collaboration of pharmaceutical manufacturers, the health care community and law enforcement to establish education programs and monitoring procedures.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written comment on this important issue.
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